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Introduction

The Department of Chemistry organized a Seminar on 19® September, 2026 to
commemorate the 165" birth anniversary of the legendary scientist, educationist, and
entrepreneur, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray. Keeping up with the academic tradition
of the department, this annual event was organized to celebrate his monumental
contributions to chemical sciences and his pioneering role in establishing the indigenous
pharmaceutical industry in India. The seminar aimed to inspire the next generation of
under graduate students by bridging his historical legacy with modern scientific
advancements, thus it was titled- “Annual Memorial Seminar on the Life and Legacy
of Acharya P.C. Ray”. The event was held at Sesquicentenary Seminar Hall and saw
active participation from 40 attendees, including faculty members, non-teaching staffs,
and students.

The Event

The programme officially commenced sharp at 10:30 AM with a collective rendition of
the national song, ‘Vande Mataram,” sung by the entire assembly, succeeded by a choir
of 1% semester students singing an inaugural song, a formal welcome address delivered
by Dr. Kalyan Kumar Mandal, Head of Department, was followed behind. A floral
tribute was paid to the portrait of Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray to honour his memory it
was preceded by a unique and eco-friendly ceremony where the dignitaries on the dais
poured water into a potted sapling, symbolizing the nurturing of knowledge and
sustainability.

Following this, Mr. Priyabroto Bor, a staff of the office offered traditional prayer of St.
Paul’s C.M. College. The dignitaries included College Bursar- Prof. Suvendu Kanjilal,
IQAC Coordinator- Dr. Jaya Mukherjee, Head Clerk- Mr. Prabhat Kumar Jana and Head
of Darpartment (Chemistry)- Dr. Kalyan Kumar Mandal, they all highlighted the
department's consistent dedication to maintaining this annual tradition and spoke on how
Acharya Ray’s philosophy of using science for societal progress serves as an enduring
blueprint for academic institutions.



A key highlight of the technical sessions was the academic presentations by the students
of the department. Eight student speakers presented their insights on various sub-themes,
including the struggles of Acharya P. C. Ray establishing a self-sufficient pharmaceutical
and chemical company in India during the British rule and the Discovery of Mercurous
Nitrite. The faculty members at the audience commended the presenters for their rigorous
research and articulate delivery. The sub-themes are gathered, it can be presented as-

Conclusion

The seminar concluded at 1:30 PM. To acknowledge the effort and contribution of the
participants, certificates of participation and merit were distributed to the students and
presenters by the Head of the Department.

The formal vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Kalyan Kumar Mandal, Head of the
Department. Deep gratitude was expressed to the speakers for sharing their research and
insights, to the college administration for providing the necessary infrastructure, and to
the faculty members and students whose meticulous execution ensured the seamless
success of the event.

SI no. Student Name Semester Topic

01 | Sneha Paul 1 Birth and Upbringing

02 | Sneha Mondal 1 Education and time at University of
Edinburgh

03 | Dweeptanghsu Tah 1 Life as an Educator and experiments with
the chemical knowledge

04 | Subho Haldar 5 Establishing Bengal Chemical

05 | Soumyashree Rana 1 Researches and Literary Works

06 | Sousmit Ghosh 1 Discovery of Mercurous Nitrite

07 | Soumodwip Maity 1 Role in India’s Independence

08 | Riddhi Guchhait 1 Students of Acharya P.C. Ray
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