
Rabindranath Tagore viewed nature not as a lifeless resource, but as a living 
teacher, a spiritual companion, and an extension of the human soul. 
 
Core Philosophy 
 

 Unity of Life: Tagore believed that the same rhythm and energy that flows 
through the earth, trees, and rivers also flows through human veins.  

  
 Kinship with the World: He felt that humans and nature are deeply connected. 

He often criticized modern industrial societies for treating nature as something 
separate or inferior to humans.  

  
 The Spirit of the Forest: In his essays like Tapovan, he wrote that Indian 

culture  
 found its true wisdom in forest hermitages where life stayed close to the earth.  
  

Education at Santiniketan 
 

 Outdoor Classes: Tagore started a school at Santiniketan where children sat 
under trees instead of inside closed rooms. 

  
 Nature as Teacher: He believed that true education happens when children 

live in harmony with trees, plants, and open skies. 
  
 Tree Planting: He started Brikkha-Ropon, a special festival for planting trees 

and showing respect to the earth.  
  

Famous Quotes on Nature 
You can read more collections of his word  

 "The same stream of life that runs through my veins night and day runs 
through the world and dances in rhythmic measures." 

 "Trees are the earth's endless effort to speak to the listening heaven."  
  

Literary Works 
 

 Balai: A short story about a young boy who feels a deep, painful bond with the 
grass, clouds, and trees around him. 

  
 Gitanjali: His famous book of poems that uses the beauty of rain, seasons, and 

flowers to express a deep bond with the universe.  



 
 
Core Ideas on Nature in Sadhana 
 

 The Illusion of Separation: Tagore argues that human misery begins when we 
violently detach ourselves from universal nature. Isolating ourselves behind 
physical and mental barriers leads to spiritual and ecological starvation.  

 Harmony Over Conquest: True civilization, according to Tagore in Sadhana, 
establishes a harmonious relationship with the universe. Seeking to merely 
conquer or possess nature alienates the human soul from its vitalizing source.  

 Nature as the Infinite Manifested: Grounded in the ancient wisdom of the 
Upanishads, Tagore sees the divine pulse beating through trees, rivers, and 
skies. Contemplating nature allows the seeker to feel the infinite lying 
stretched in silent repose, bridging the gap between the finite self and the 
boundless cosmos.  

 Spiritual Progress in the Open: Tagore advocates for life in open nature as the 
highest environment for spiritual growth, where the soul naturally sheds its 
artificial ego and awakens to the universal melody of existence. 

 


