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Event Report

Report on the Third Annual Heritage Walk to Victoria Memorial

The Department of English, St. Paul's Cathedral Mission College, in collaboration with the
Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), organized the Third Annual Heritage Walk to the
Victoria Memorial Museum on 6 February 2026 for the students of English Major, Semester
I. The programme was designed as an experiential learning initiative intended to familiarize
students with the historical and architectural heritage of Kolkata while complementing their
academic engagement with literary and cultural history.

Kolkata, once regarded as the second city of the British Empire, remains marked by
numerous architectural and cultural legacies of British colonial rule. An understanding of
this built heritage is particularly valuable for students of English literature, as the colonial
encounter shaped many of the social, cultural, and intellectual contexts within which
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century literary texts were produced. The heritage walk was
therefore conceived as an opportunity for students to develop a more tangible and
contextual understanding of colonial history through direct engagement with one of the
city’s most significant historical monuments.

The assembly point for the walk was the North Gate of the Victoria Memorial, where the
students gathered at the scheduled time. The visit was conducted under the supervision of
the faculty members Tayana Chatterjee, Dr. Anasuya Bhar, Dr. Syeda Ayesha Ali, and
Kush Sengupta, who accompanied the students throughout the programme.

During the walk, the students were introduced to the architectural style of the Victoria
Memorial, which represents a synthesis of classical European elements and
Indo-Saracenic influences. The faculty members highlighted various architectural features
of the monument, encouraging the students to observe the structure not merely as a tourist
landmark but as a historical artifact shaped by the aesthetic and ideological impulses of the
colonial period.

Following the discussion of the monument’s architectural features, the students visited the
museum and galleries housed within the Victoria Memorial. The exhibits offered valuable
insights into the history of British rule in India, the cultural and political life of colonial
Bengal, and the broader historical environment that forms the backdrop of many
nineteenth-century literary works studied in the curriculum. The visit thus enabled students
to connect their classroom learning with the material history of the period.

The heritage walk proved to be a meaningful and enriching educational experience for the
students. By engaging directly with the architectural and historical landscape of the city, the
participants were able to develop a deeper appreciation of Kolkata’s cultural heritage while



also reflecting on the historical contexts that inform the study of English literature.
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