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Local history is about both people and place, and it provides a lens through which one can 

view the evolution of both the micro world of the locality and the wider world composed 

of many such localities. Exploring local history can lead to a deeper understanding of how 

forces and individuals have shaped communities through change and adaptation. Local 

history is significant because it humanizes historical events, making them more relatable 

and accessible. This year’s theme was ‘EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA 
AND ITS SUBURBS.’  
True to the spirit of the theme, eight students from three semesters presented papers on 

different aspects of Local History. It was an immensely enriching experience to listen to 

students as they spoke on Kumartuli, the ghats of Kolkata, the History of the Basu Paribar 

of Kolkata, cosmopolitan history of Kalighat, the story of infamous Sonagachi, unknown 

facts about Dumdum or Chandannagar a colony of the French and finally on 

Dakshineswar, Rashmoni and Ramakrishna.  

In the end some of the students received special recognition for their presentation and 

style. 

The First prize was awarded to Adi Marick from semester 2 

The Second prize was awarded to Arinjita Roy from semester 4 

The Third prize was jointly awarded to Soumi Mukherhee from semester 6 and Debojyoti 

Ghosh from semester 4.  
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v Soumi Mukherjee, ‘Kumartuli: A Potter’s Colony’’, Semester 6 
 
 
v অিরি$তা রায় 
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