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Report on Pi Day Seminar (14.03.2023)

The Department of Mathematics organized a seminar on 14" March, 2023 in the
Sesquicentenary seminar hall, to commemorate ‘“Pi DAY.” Internationally Pi Day is an annual
celebration of the mathematical constant Pi(zx) on 14th March of every year as 3,1,4 are first three
significant figures of the constant pi and it was first celebrated in United States in 1988. UNESCQO’s
fortieth general conference designated Pi day as the International Day of Mathematics in 2009. However
Pi Approximate day is observed on July 22 of every year as the common value of Pi is 22/7. A
remarkable idea of approximation of pi was given by Indian mathematician Aryabhatta in the fifth
century. He stated that “Four plus Hundred multiplied by 8 and added to 62000 is a very close
approximation of the circumference of a circle of diameter 20000”. Irrationality of pi, asserted by Indian
mathematician Nilkantha, was rigorously proved by Lambert in 1761. The topic of the seminar on pi day
was ""The Man Who Knew Infinity' to offer tribute to the great Indian Mathematician Ramanujam,
who discovered several rapidly converging infinity series for Pi.

Following the ritual of Minority College, the program began with a word of prayer offered to
Almighty God. The welcome address was given by the Teacher-in-charge of the College. The inaugural
session was also graced by the Teacher-in-Charge, the Vice Principal, NAAC Coordinator, IQAC
Coordinator, Bursar of the College and other Faculty members of the department and other departments.
All the dignitaries expressed their views regarding observation of such days of importance and
congratulated the department for organising such a seminar. The main attraction of the day was the guest
speaker Professor Sashi Mohan Srivastava of Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata who happened to be an
alumnus of this College.

Prof. S. M. Srivastava delivered a detailed and an informative talk on Srinivasa Ramanujan, a
renowned mathematician, whose extraordinary contributions to number theory infinite series and many
other branches of mathematics continue to inspire generations. He discussed Ramanujan’s unique
mathematical intuition, his collaboration with G. H. Hardy, and his profound discoveries, many of which
remain relevant still today. His insights into the philosophical and theoretical aspects of infinity and
concept of set theory captivated the audience. The session was very interactive with active participation

from students and faculty members making it an enriching experience for all the participants.

The seminar ended with a vote of thanks delivered by the Head of the Department of

Mathematics expressing gratitude to the esteemed speaker, the college authorities and all participants.



