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If there is a God, he's a great mathematician.  ~ Paul Dirac 

• Introduction including Vision and Mission of the Department 

             Consequent upon an evangelical movement in the Church of 

England at the gloomy close of eighteenth century, the educational dream-

cascade, conceived by the then Church Missionary Society perceived the 

urge for spreading higher education in our country. Soon after the 

foundation of Calcutta University (1856), a humble servant of God Bishop 

Cotton, the sixth Bishop of Calcutta, perceived the urge for higher 

education in our land and fulfilled his dream with the guidance of Church 

Missionary Society in January 1865. Thus a new College by the name of 

The Cathedral Mission College started its odyssey on January 25
th
, 1865 

at the rented premises of 25 Sookeas Street (now Kailash Bose Street), 

Calcutta. Reverend J Burton was the Chief Founder and the first Principal of this College. In his first annual 

report Rev Barton said “We hope that the College will serve as a fresh point of union between the East and 

West and help us to bridge over that gulf of mutual distrust which a mere secular education tends to widen”. 

In 1869 the College later shifted to 22 Mirzapur Street or 12 Old College Square (now Surya Sen Street). 

Darkening shadows however had started gathering in 1877 and in 1880 the College took the form of a 

“Theological Praeparandi”. In 1899 the college was re-christened as ”Church Missionary society’s College” 

and this is the year in which silver lining fringed the dark shadows. Following a decision of CMS on 23
rd

 

june, 1899 the College took its original form in 1899. The College shifted to the present location of 33/1 

Raja Rammohan Roy Sarani Calcutta, in July 1908. In 1912 Rev. Holland became the Principal of the 

College and educational expansion of the College started in his hand. The college was raised to B.A. 

standard and got its affiliation as the “First Arts College” in 1914. It was the same year in which the 

College was re-named as “St. Paul’s Cathedral Mission College”.  Since then The College boasts of 

producing many illustrious and brilliant students like Most Revd. Dr. Arabinda Mukherjee (First Indian 

Metropolitan), nationalist Radharaman Mitra, statesman Bipin Chandra Pal, poet Bishnu Dey and many 

more, whom no pen can compliment enough, even today for their iridescent imprint on the sands of time It 

is hoped that the beacon of light shown by these stalwarts would also encourage the present and future 

students of the college. The basic aim of the college as well as the Department is to impart education of 

sound learning, building of characters and to orient and sustain the students in the search of ‘values’. In the 

long checkered history of the college down a whole century and a little more than a half, the college passes 
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through many occasions of highest elation and deepest despair, victory and defeat and in this dynamic 

fusion of polarities are sown the seeds of dreams.   

 The importance of mathematics, from Babylon and Egypt to the present, as the primary source of 

workable approximations to the complexities of daily life is generally appreciated. Nobody with a grain of a 

common sense would demand a strict proof for every tentative application of complicated mathematics to 

new situations. Occasionally in problems of excessive difficulty, like some of those in nuclear physics, 

calculations are performed blindly without reference to mathematical validity; but even the boldest 

calculator trusts that his temerity will someday be certified rationally. This is a task for the mathematicians, 

not for the scientists. And if science is to be more than a madden of uncorrelated facts, the task must be 

carried through.  

Mathematics is often called the “Queen of Science” but at the under graduate study, somehow the subject 

is not properly adored & valued by most of the students of this State. As a result most of the students opt for 

Mathematics Honours just as threshold but not as a subject of love. They are not even aware of the scopes 

and prospects of the subject and they should know that Mathematics is the language of science. For this we 

have a plan to organize a workshop on Mathematics in the month of May to motivate the students of High 

Schools for taking up honours in Mathematics. The Department dreams to teach post graduate course if 

favourable situation..  

Now Mathematics is the study of quantity, structure, space and change.  Mathematicians  seek 

out patterns and formulate new conjectures. Mathematicians resolve the truth or falsity of conjectures 

by mathematical proofs, which are arguments sufficient to convince other mathematicians for their validity. 

Through the use of abstraction  & logical reasoning, mathematics evolved from counting, calculation, 

measurement  and the systematic study of the  shapes and motions of physical objects. Albert 

Einstein stated that "As far as the laws of mathematics refer to reality, they are not certain; and as far 

as they are certain, they do not refer to reality." The motto of the Department is "Vidya Vindatey 

Amritam" - 'knowledge provides immortal bliss' 

• History of the Department           

  The Department of Mathematics has also a repute of its own since its inception in 1956. One point of 

pride of this department is that Prof. Wilson taught here in early forties. Many brilliant scholars have been 

produced by this Department who are now extremely successful in their own fields and will be remembered 

for their iridescent imprint on the sands of time. Initially there was no separate staff room of this 

Department. But in 2001 the centenary Building was built up with the kind assistance of University Grants 

Commission on the Occasion of 125 years of the College. From 2002 the Department of Mathematics has a 

separate Staffroom.    


