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‘The New History
Beyond Conventional Historical Methods’

A note:

The purpose of Issue-2 is to explore various ways history might be
or has been portrayed unconventionally. “ ‘Unconventional’ is of
course, an inherently relative term, like tall; one can be tall only in
relation to a comparison set, and one can be unconventional only in
relation to something that is conventional... “Then why devote a
theme issue to exploring unconventional history?’... Learning about
unconventional histories is at the very same time, learning about
conventional histories, its strengths and limitations. Another
reason is that unconventional histories open doors onto ways we
can understand the past. Exploring the unconventional ways that
history is currently being presented can reveal new conceptual
resources and novel forms of representation that might be useful in
deepening the possibilities of history as a discipline, and for
shedding light on what the understanding the past involves.”

(Brian Fay, ‘Unconventional History,” in History and Theory,
Theme Issue 41 (December 2002), 1-6. Jstor.)

The Issue-2 of the Departmental Journal, ‘Time & Tide’ aims to
provide a platform to students to explore unconventional areas of
history with its multiple possibilities and potentialities.
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USE OF PSYCHEDELICS IN VARIOUS ANCIENT
CIVILISATIONS:

Subhajit Banik, Semester 5

Early people, like modern humans, had a variety of built-in goals, including the drive
to thrive in groups, the desire for fun or reprieve from daily problems, and the desire
to comprehend and succeed in the hereafter. Early humans shared physical
characteristics and body systems. The human body, whether ancient and modern, is
built to ensure that we meet our basic needs—sleep, water, food, and sex—so that we
may both survive and welcome new humans into the world. When we rest, take a
meal, and so on, our brains and bodies create chemicals that make us feel good in
order to drive us to continue trying to meet our basic requirements. Our natural
environment, the earth, appears to be meant to aid in human survival. The earth is
also rich in plants that contain psychoactive substances, which can help us heal from
disease or damage while also increasing the release of feel-good chemicals in our
systems. However, if taken excessively, frequently, or in other unsafe ways,
psychoactive drugs can cause health, relationship, financial, and other difficulties.

Our forefathers had complicated ties with hallucinogenic plants. Small groups of
hunters and gatherers roamed the planet. Typically, women were in charge of
foraging in forests and fields for plant foods—nuts, seeds, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, and so on—and preparing meals with them. They gradually learned to
distinguish which plants were edible, which were medicinal, and which were
poisonous or even lethal. a few of the most beneficial plants were also the most
dangerous to use. Early people also discovered—sometimes to their detriment or
death—that many plants, when consumed in precise ways and amounts, might help
them achieve altered states of consciousness or explore the spirit world. Many of
these psychoactive plants were intertwined with early therapeutic procedures,
cultural and religious rites, and everyday routines to provide brief but required bursts
of tranquillity or joy. Peyote, PCP, psilocybin, mescaline, magic mushrooms,
ayahuasca, LSD, ketamine, DXM, salvia, and other hallucinogens or psychedelics
are examples.

Around 11,000 BCE, the first hunters and gatherers arrived in MesoAmerica. The
Olmec people, who established small communities along today's Gulf Coast of
Mexico, were most likely the first settlers. Cacao (also known as cocoa, the key
ingredient in chocolate) was one of the plants the Olmec knew how to produce. For
the Olmec, as well as the Aztecs, Mayans, and others who learned how to harvest
cacao, the plant was a gift from the gods, and it played an important role in religious



rituals and burial practices. Cacao was used to make a beverage in ancient times.
While cacao was occasionally offered to those sacrificed in religious rites, it was
predominantly consumed by adult males of high status—priests, top government
officials, and military leaders and war heroes .

Among many other things, cacao was used to reduce fevers, soothe coughs, as well
as promote weight gain. Unsurprisingly, chocolate was one of the principal trading
goods at the hub of the Aztec market. Even though cacao was a crucial part of the
ancient Aztec diet and healthcare system, using it safely desired knowledge of the
four plant species and the right handling and application of their seeds. The
renowned Florentine Codex,which contains records of ancient Aztec medical
procedures, cautions cacao drinkers about the potential dangers of consuming too
much of a particular seed. "[Green cacao] takes effect on one, makes one feel
inebriated, queasy, confused, ill, and deranged. Drinking an average quantity cheers
one up, revives one, consoles one,invigorates one.

The Aztecs would drink chocolate and eat the mushrooms with honey. Those
partaking in the mushroom ceremonies would fast before ingesting the sacrament.
The act of taking mushrooms is known as monanacahuia, meaning "mushroom
oneself". Called "Teonandcatl" in Nahuatl (literally "god mushroom"), compound of
the words teo (god) and nanacatl (mushroom)—the mushroom genus Psilocybe has a
long history of use within Mesoamerica. The members of the Aztec upper class
would often take teonanacatl at festivals and other large gatherings. According to
Fernando Alvarado Tezozomoc, it was often a difficult task to procure mushrooms.
They were quite costly as well as very difficult to locate, requiring all-night searches.
Coca was an essential offering used in the Inca Empire, which would be created in
the area a thousand years later, to acknowledge social standing, as a payment, and as
a burial gift. Other hair samples from the mummies included evidence of the active
ingredient of ayahuasca, Banisteriopsis caapi (better known as liana). It also contains
harmine and harmaline, two chemicals found in current antidepressants.

The lush area surrounding the Tigris and Euphrates rivers was suitable for growing a
variety of fruits and grains, including barley, dates, grapes, figs, and sesame seeds, in
ancient times. In ancient Mesopotamia, alcohol was one of several items produced
and exchanged. Approximately 5000 years ago, people who lived there consumed
date wine and barley beer. The researchers highlighted the prevalence of cannabis,
opium, and blue water lily use, claiming that the effect of these psychoactive
substances has been understated and that a drug culture was important to ritual in
Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Egypt, and the Levant. David Collard, senior archaeologist



at Jacobs, an engineering firm based in Melbourne, Australia, discovered opium use
on Cyprus as well.

Alcohol was important in both the afterlife and daily life in ancient Egypt. The
Egyptians thought that having an adequate quantity of bread and beer ensured eternal
happiness. The opium plant was another famous medication for its efficacy. Opium is
mentioned in early Egyptian medical books as a sedative used to treat pain,
abscesses, and scalp ailments. Opium was also used to induce altered states of
consciousness (a new and extremely different way of viewing the world). Opium
grows naturally in temperate and subtropical climates, and evidence suggests that it
was first domesticated by people in the west Mediterranean as early as 6000 BCE.
According to some scientists, opium is one of the most significant medical plant
discoveries ever made.After all, it is used to manufacture morphine and a variety of
other drugs for hospitals and pharmacies. Others, on the other hand, point out that
opium is used to manufacture heroin, a narcotic that many nations consider poses the
greatest danger of harm. The majority of the world's opium is now grown in
Afghanistan, or the old Indus Valley's northeastern region. Some academics believe
that African tribespeople introduced the habit of smoking cannabis for its euphoric
and mind-altering properties to the Western world.

Many people in ancient Greece spent their days carrying, trading, producing, or
drinking wine. Plato stated in his book Laws that drinking with someone at a
symposium was the simplest, quickest, and most dependable test of someone's
character. The ancient beverage kykeon was made mostly of water and barley, along
with other components. It is mentioned in early Greek poetry, including the Iliad and
Odyssey, and would have been consumed by people of all socioeconomic classes.
However, Kykeon is best known for being ingested as part of the Eleusinian
Mysteries rituals. The Eleusinian kykeon was said to include a psychoactive element
that allowed participants to enter an altered state of consciousness during the rites in
order to facilitate conversation and understanding with the gods. Ergot, a species of
fungus that grows on barley (and other cereal grains) and causes discomfort,
hallucinations, and convulsions when consumed, is an often proposed psychoactive
substance. It does, however, contain a precursor alkaloid to LSD.

The ancient Greeks had a significant influence on the ancient Romans. Many ancient
Romans, like the Greeks, led lives that entailed the transit, trading, manufacture, or
consumption of wine. Italian wine was transported in enormous vessels known as
amphorae as far as the southern Nile and northern India. Among the commodities
taken abroad at the same time were slaves, nuts, glassware, perfumes, and many
luxury objects. The Romans may have benefited from hemp's psychotropic qualities



as well. The Romans, like their Greek counterparts, considered cannabis seeds to be a
delicacy, which they fried and ate as dessert after dinner. Opium, on the other hand,
was the drug of choice in the Roman Empire. Doctors prescribed it to assist their
patients sleep at night and ease discomfort.Opium was even used to treat coughing
and diarrhoea. Among the Roman Empire’s increasing number of opium users was
none other than its head of state, Marcus Aurelius. According to the historian Cassius
Dio, Aurelius took opium multiple times a day to relieve his chest and stomach
discomfort while he was out waging war.

Soma was a drink that was first mentioned in the Rigveda (1500 BCE) and was
thought to grant immortality. Soma is a Vedic Sanskrit word that literally means
"distil, extract, and sprinkle." The Rig Veda extensively describes the methods for
extracting the juice of a plant whose identity is unknown. Author Gordon Wasson
was inspired by the Rig Vedas to write his Opus, "Soma: Divine Mushroom of
Immortality." He argued that the much discussed Soma was actually the mushroom
Amanita muscaria. While alcohol was frowned upon by the ancient Hindus, cannabis
was deemed acceptable. Cannabis refers to the hemp plant's leaves and buds. Small
doses were utilised by ancient Hindus to provide short relief from tension, anxiety,
boredom, and depression.It was also used to soothe congestion, fevers, coughs and
asthma symptoms. In the Atharvaveda (2000-1400 BCE), cannabis is listed as one of
five holy plants.

Scott Teitsworth's book Krishna in the Sky with Diamonds examined Arjuna's soma
experience and Krishna's psychedelic guidance in the Bhagavad Gita verse by verse.
He also discusses how the Bhagavad Gita provides comprehensive recommendations
for the spiritual usage of entheogens, from mental preparation to the integration of
profound visionary insights into everyday consciousness. He also thoroughly
examined Chapter XI of the Gita in order to shed light on Arjuna's hallucinogenic
experience and reveal Krishna as the ultimate psychedelic guide, demonstrating that
psychedelic experience is an essential and ancient component of the road to spiritual
change. It is regarded as a scripture of emancipation and enlightenment.

Psychedelic drugs have been linked to a person's awareness expanding, changing
their sensory experiences. American ethnobotanist Terence McKenna proposed that
"magic" mushrooms containing psilocybin have had a significant and long-lasting
influence on human evolution. McKenna's hypothesis, known as the "Stoned Ape"
theory, breaks the procedure into three steps. Initially, between 40 and 50 thousand
years ago, the aridification of Africa forced early hominids like Homo Erectus to
give up their lifestyle of living in the canopy. They pursued wild cattle herds in
search of fresh food sources, and in the dung these animals left behind they found



insects that they began to eat. They also came upon magic mushrooms, which
flourish in such conditions. Early hominids improved their visual acuity by
consuming little doses of these mushrooms, which helped them become better
hunters and survive. They evolved as a result of their newly acquired advantage over
others who did not consume the mushrooms.

According to McKenna's idea, the aphrodisiac effects of eating mushrooms were
discovered by hominids between 20 and 10 thousand years ago, which is when Stage
Two of the psilocybin diet's effects on the human brain began. These mushrooms
allegedly increased male potency and stimulated group sexual activity at larger
doses. Half-jokingly, McKenna speculates that everyone would become intoxicated
around the campfire and indulge in a huge heap of writhing ecstasy. It's interesting to
note that these orgiastic interactions increased genetic diversity and contributed to
the emergence of the first communities. Males were unable to establish paternity,
therefore they did not view children as their "property," raising them as a
community.

Taking more mushrooms involved the final stage of how psychedelics affect the
brain. According to McKenna, psilocybin's effects on the language-forming area of
the brain when doses were quadrupled resulted in vocalisations that served as the
starting point for the development of language. The beginning of human religious
impulses also emerged at the time of this change. The principal objections to
McKenna's hypotheses have focused on the fact that many of his claims lack
supporting data. His theories have been derided by many scientists as "a story" rather
than a plausible explanation for the data. However, there is mounting evidence that
supports some of McKenna's findings concerning the lives of early hominids.

Although hallucinogens have been used ritualistically by humans for thousands of
years, interest in using them clinically to treat mental disease began in the 1950s with
the discovery of active substances. In the 1960s and 1970s, strict laws were put in
place that curtailed their usage and research for medical purposes. Social stigma also
slowed down progress, and although hallucinogens' legal standing differs from
country to country, there are prohibitions in many parts of the world and many
psychedelic drugs are still prohibited globally as per UN agreements. Among other
disorders that are often complex and challenging to treat, psychedelic drugs have
been linked to the therapy of addiction, anxiety, major depressive disorder, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and end-of-life care. Psilocybin, a chemical molecule
generated by more than 200 species of fungi, is one of the most promising drugs.



United States, MIAMI (Florida), January 12, 2022 On February 5-6, 2022, in the
Miami Airport Convention Center, Cannadelic Miami, the first conference and expo
to combine cannabis and psychedelics, gathering the top names in the fields. Global
thought leaders, executives, and experts in plant medicine comprise the speakers. A
keynote talk on the Future of Psychedelics and Human Consciousness by futurist
director and psychedelic concierge Zappy Zapolin was part of a panel discussion that
addressed matters such as eliminating stigmas, allowing pathways, and the latest
advances in mental health science.
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Criminal Activities Under the Light of Darogar Daptar (1878-1911)

ANKITA DEY, SEMESTER IV
Abstract

Darogar Daptar was a crime magazine started by Priyonath Mukherjee during
his sevice period in Calcutta Police, Lalbazar. He was a detective in he Calcutta
Police. He wrote about many cases solved by himself, and his colleague. In
Bengali Literature we have read about crime, thriller and mystery stories in
Feluda, Byomkesh stories. Those were actually fictional and the result of
imagination of the writers. But Darogar Daptar tells us about the real life
crimes that took place in Kolkata during the colonial period. The most talked
topics of the colonial perid are howevert society, politics, economy, struggle for
freedom etc, but besides it there was a dark world of crime. This research is
done with the aim of showing the least talked about dark aspect of the society.
In the European crime thriller stories serial killing is often presented in the
stories, nut no one could have imagined that in India, Kolkata a female serial
killer could have really existed. Also the corruption of the police department
during that period, the forensic development, the condition of sex workers are
reflected from this magazine which is an authentic source of reconstructing the
history of that period. Through this paper we would look into the criminal
activities, investigation methods, penalty, social picture, and corruption that
existed during that period.

Introduction - This paper intends to show some instances of criminal activities
during the period between 1878 to 1911 in Kolkata. In this paper we are trying
to present an aspect of the colonial period which is not discussed often.We
usually talk about the cultural, social, rules and regulations, political
andeconomic aspects of the colonial rule, but not about the criminal activities
that existed in the society during that period. But during that period there
existed a world of crime. In today’s society of 21st century we will not only see
thedevelopment of society, politics, culture and thinking of people but also the
criminal activity which has become an undeniable partof the society. We
should look at the darkness under the lantern. Such dark aspects are
permanent and remain in the society forever. Even if we talk about the society
of the world 50 years later we will see criminal activities taking place during
that period as well. The tendency of committing a crime and also hiding it will
remain forever among the people. The catalyst of such crime can be said




jealousy, greed, evil mentality, lust etc. The people tend to commit crime
because of the above mentioned causes, as the society is evolving thecriminal
psychology and themethod of criminal activities arealso evolving. Whether or
not it is the colonial period we usually discuss about the things which are seen
as the discussion of the civilized society but besides this civilized society
discussion,there is a dark world,today | will discuss about some of this dark
aspect.

Methodology - To bring into light the crime of that period, criminal
psychology, crime scenes | have used “Darogar Daptar” magazine. Darogar
Daptar was a magazine written by Priyonath Mukhopadhyay. In this magazine
he wrote about thecases which he investigated himself either directly or
indirectly.Darogar Daptar is an authentic source as the cases which wer ead in
the form of stories are not fictional, these are real life cases recorded by
Priyonath. Roybahadur Shri Priyonath Mukhopadhyay (4 June 1855—20 June
1947) was a Bengali writer and police detective in Calcutta during the British
era. Mukhopadhyay was born in Chuadanga, undivided Nadia in British India.
He was an inspector at Lalbazar Police Station in the detective department of
the Calcutta Police. He worked in the department for 33 years, from 1878 to
1911. He was a detective of the Calcutta Police. The British Government gave
him the title of Roybahadur for his excellent record in solving crimes in the city.
In 1889, he began writing accounts of some of his cases in the journal
“Anusandhaan”, before moving in 1892 to Darogar Daptar (The Inspector’s
Files) devoted solely to his stories, writing 206 stories over the next 11 years.
To show the crime, criminal psychology, motive, investigation and penalty of
this particular period | have gone through all the cases recorded by him in his
magazine and selected a few from those. The cases we’ll be looking at today
are “Shikarokti”, “Rani Na Khuni”, “Ghor Pora Lok”.

Shikarokti — In this case we will see the criminal psychology, motive and
activities of a female serial killer, Trayeelokya Tarini. Priyonath wrote about the
crime committed by her in the magazine which she herself told him when she
was in jail, a few days before her death penalty. In this case we come to know
how the expectations of living a happy and a luxurious life made Taryeelokya
Tarini a criminal. She was a simple girl who lived in a village near Burdwan. She
became widow at the age of 14 only. From there her journey towards the path




of crime. At the age of 15 she came to Kolkata with her extramarital affair
partner and started living in Sonagachi. After a year or so her affair partner
died. But she continued to leave in Sonagachi where she started earning money
by giving company to men who came there and drinking liquor, she became
very famous in Sonagachi and earned a lot of money with which she built her
own 3 storyed the house in Kolkata. There in Sonagachi she met Kali Babu, her
crime partner. However Kali babu was an agent before indulging in the crime.
When she started aging her popularity began to decrease and ran out of
money. She adopted the minor son of Kali Babu as her own son during this
time. Together she and Kali Babu as an alternative source to earn money
started committing crime. They were helped by a man Ganesh as well.

Kali Babu and Trayeelokya started bringing rich young men to their house to
drink liquor as such men couldn’t do that anywhere else. Their motive was to
steal all the money from such rich men by making them unconscious after
making them drink. They knew that these men wouldn’t go to the police or tell
anyone else in fear of insult in society. They couldn’t continue this crime for a
long time because although the deceived men didn’t go to the police, the news
of such theft was spread. So they started looking for another way to earn
money in a different way.

Also Kali Babu and Trayeelokya started bringing girl child who were lost in the
streets of Kolkata. The girls were brought up by them to be used in their
forgery business. They started using these girls to earn money. Kali Babu and
Trayeelokya started portraying the girls as their daughter and then they were
married to men who were not getting married for a long time. The relationship
of Kali Babu and Trayeelokya with the abducted girls changed from time to
time based on the circumstances. They targeted men of distant villages who
for some reasons were not being able to get married in their own village. So
Kali Babu used to bring such men to Trayeelokya and married the abducted
girls to those men.In the beginning of this businessTrayeelokya used a girl
named Digambari, who was a prostitute and dancer. After marriage when the
bride went to the groom’s house Kali Babu and a few other associates of
Trayeelokya also went with them. Then by sheer cunningness the bride
alongwith Kali Babu and other associates used to return to Kolkata to the house
of Trayeelokya. It was difficult for the village men to find their bride in Kolkata,



and even if they were able to find the bride they understood what kind of fraud
happened to them. In fear of disrespect in the society if it’s known that the
man had married a woman associated with adultery and prostitution, they
didn’t go to the police or even try to punish them. They couldn't continue this
business also for a long time due to the increased awareness of the police and
the advent of new private detective in Kolkata. But soon they started other
business and committed their first murder. The police after this murder didn’t
get any witness against Trayeelokya although, Kali Babu was verdicted death
penalty.

After the death of Kali Babu due to the scarcity of money Trayeelokya came up
with a new idea to deceive people and earn money. Although she shifted to her
own house away from Sonagachi, her links with Sonagachi and its people didn’t
stop. She went to Sonagachi and spread the news of a Baba or enlightened
sage who had special power to bring good luck to people.During this period
people had immense faith on such baba but the news of this Baba was
completely fake. She convinced the girls of Sonagachi to wear all of their
jewellery while going to meet the Baba to get his blessings. She planned to
murder the women to steal the jewellery while going to the Baba. In this way
she took all 5 to 6 girls to meet the fake Baba and drowned them in a pond
killing them. She found this way of drowning the women to show this as a case
of natural death due to drowning. She continued this business for 3 years. She
was caught by a local man while trying to drowning another woman in the
pond, was taken to the police station but the police released her without
lodging any complaint. But the woman whom Trayeelokya tried to kill went to
Priyonath Mukhopadhyay. Investigation began and the case was tried in the
court, in the court Priyonath brought into light about the crime of Trayeelokya
and also the carelessness of the police. But the police officer to prove himself
right tried his best to prove Trayeelokya innocent. So this time also Trayeelokya
was released from the murder charge. This incident stopped her business of
fake Baba.

Trayeelokya then moved to a different area of Kolkata with her son Hari. In the
new house where they started to live there lived many women who were sex
workers. Here also to earn money Trayeelokya started looking for new ways.
She found an assistant named Priyo in the new house. They both murdered a



fellow tenant of the house Rajkumari tol oot her jewellery. Trayeelokya went
to the woman’s house at first. Then she mixed Datura seed powder in the
sweets brought by Trayeelokya. She did this to make Rajkumari unconscious
and then steal her gold jewellery. But even after eating that sweet when
Rajkumari was not being unconscious, Trayeelokya thought of killing her. She
then made Rajkumari lie on the floor of her room and sat on her chest and
strangling her. She then stole her jewellery and hid that in a very private place.
This was the last crime committed by her as this case was investigated fully by
Daroga Priyonath. Finally, the serial killer Trayeelokya Tarini was arrested.
Although she was a serial killer she really loved her son Hari. The police took
advantage of this and in order to make her admit her own crime Priyonath
Mukhopadhyay used a trick. He in front of Trayeelokya said that the murderer
of Rajkumari was Hari and therefore Hari would be arrested and produced in
court.To save her son finally Trayeelokya Tarini accepted her crime and was
arrested by the police. The criminal activities which she did in her life was
admitted by her when she was in jail, a few days before her death when Daroga
Priyonath went to her cell to know these.

From this case we see a lot of problems in the society. The greed and want for
living luxurious life, to earn money without labour made a simple girl a serial
killer. The society then was very much brutal towards the women. A girl of 13
being forcefully married to an old man of 65 who had 10 wives before portray
the social evil of polygamy. The world of sex trade centering around Sonagachi
in Kolkata is also evident from this case. The difference between two types of
police are also seen, when one was trying to leave the murderer free, the other
one tried his best to prove her guilty. The motive of all the crimes in this case
was to earn money, for this Trayeelokya Tarini didn’t think twice about killing
women or abducting girl for frauding people. However the love for her foster
son Hari was really true which helped Priyonath to solve the case and put her
behind the bar. Whether or not the society was responsible for making her a
criminal is subject to clash of opinions.

Ghor Pora Lok — This case wasn’t investigated by Priyonath himself. In this case
we see the crime committed by a spoiled son of a zamindar, and the corruption
of the police during that period. Gofur Khan was a zamindar and a businessman
in UP (Name changed by Priyonath due to official reasons). His son Osman was




a spoiled guy who did all sorts of unethical activities in the zamindari, no girl of
the village could remain safe from his clutch. The girls became victim of his lust,
Osman was accompanied by some of his associates in his misdeeds. He
maintained a few women as his kept. The village of the zamindar there was a
police station wherein an able officer worked (Name not disclosed). He also
maintened a woman as his kept. The women was very beautiful and that's why
she was convinced to leave the police officer and brought to a house of Osman.
This angered the police officer. He complained about it to Gofur Khan but his
attempt was of no use as Gofur Khan never told anything to Osman.

A few days later a village from that village came to the police station to that
we serve with a complaint that his daughter was abducted by Osman and his
associates when he was not present in the village. Police officer thought that it
was the chance he was waiting for therefore he used this opportunity to
fabricate a story and punish both Osman and Gofur Khan together.Police
officer then fabricated a story saying that it was both Gafur Khan and Osman
who planned up to up to take the daughter of the villager as the villager was
unable to pay his revenue for a long period of time in his absence. As per the
case the eye witnesses were also arranged. While investigating the house of
Gofur Khan was searched and the dead body of that girl was found. At this
point of time both Gofur Khan and Osman were arrested.

The reality was that Osman liked the girl, and wanted to have her so he called
for the girl who was reluctant to not go at first but later on agreed to go to
Osman’s house very late at night. This continued for two days, on the third day
also the girl came to Osman’s house, but on that day suddenly Gofur Khan
came to the house. For this reason to hide the girl Osman hid her in a private
room. When the girl was locked in the room without water and food for a day
or so, who then died. But the police officer as a revenge submitted the charge
sheet stating it was done purposely by Gofur Khan and Osman. As per the false
wittnesses set up by the officer, the Court verdicted death penalty to both of
them.

When the father-son were being taken to another police station from one
police station for their death penalty, they came accross a police station, and



the inspector of that police station was a known person of Gofur Khan. Here in
this case Hossain the slave of Gofur Khan played a significant role. Hossain
explained the scenario to the police inspector, who was amazed to hear
everything . He then promised saying that if he would be given two lakh rupees
then he would try to save the life of Osman and Gofur Khan as Hossain would
not be able to save the life of these two men. Hossain clearly mentioned that
Hussain would not be able to save the life of these two people by appealing to
the governor general for mercy. Hussain after discussing with Gofur Khan and
Osman promised the police inspector to pay rupees one and a half lakh rupees
at that point of time to save the lives of of his masters.

The police officer in return of the money then assigned two of his most trusted
men to send Gofur Khan and Osman along with Hussain in a very far away
place where nobody knew Osman or Gofur Khan to save their life. After Gofur
Khan Osman and Hussain left the police station he called for his most trusted
men in the police station. The police inspector gave them the salaries of a long
period of time from the money he received from Hussain and asked them to
bring 2 freshly buried Muslim people’s dead bodies from the nearest
graveyard. The policemen did as instructed by the officer. After the dead
bodies to the police station those were kept inside the jail where Gofur Khan
and Osman were staying.The police officer then lit fire into the whole police
station and came outside with his associates. Within a very short period of time
the whole police station was burnt into ashes. It was portrayed that both Gafur
Khan and Osman died in the fire accident. The Police department then called
for investigation on this matter. After investigation also not much about the
police inspector was found.The inspector was not dismissed from his service.
After a few days it was revealed that both Gofur Khan and Osman were alive.
However in the case study it is not clearly written what happened after it was
found that they both were alive.

This case study clearly shows us the kind of corruption that existed during the
colonial period within the police department. Also the immense loyalty of the
slave towards his master is evident. The condition of the peasants are also seen
which seemed to remain unchanged.



Research Problem- Priyonath in his shikarokti wrote he himself went to jail to
Trayeelokya Tarini to know how she came in the path of the crime. This
indicates that Priyonath had a belief at a corner of his mind that there must be
some reason which drove her to this way as a person can not be born as a
criminal. The revelation of Trayeelokya points us vision towards the dark
section of the society where womwn were not given value especiallyif they
were associated with prostitution. The crime taking place with such women
were not given any value and even the complaint was not registered. On the
other hand when a rich man was killed by Kali Babu he was given death penalty
which clearly shows us the division in the society between the rich and poor.

Priyonath chose the name Ghor pora lok because he did not want to portray
Gafur Khan as a villain. Ghor pora lok he used this title to indicate how the hard
earned money and respect of Gafur Khan were ruined by his anti-social son,
how the innocent man who was unaware of the crime of murder was awarded
death penalty for his own son’s misddeds. Also the money he gave to the police
to save their lves was not fruitful at all, because at last the fact came into
surface that they both gofur Khan and Osman were alive.

Conclusion- The cases which | have presented here are not just stories, these
present a clear picture of the politics of that time.When we read any crime
story we focus on finding the criminal, criminal psychology and motive, but
here | have tried to present the situation, and context of the crime, besides the
society, the mentality of people, their criminal motive are also presented. In
crime stories we want to look at the heroic actions of the the investigator or
the detective, but in this story | have not gone for that. In crime stories the
cunningness and also the character of the criminals are evident and this has
been kept the aim of this paper to surface such matters.
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ASPECTS OF THE COW PROTECTION MOVEMENT AND THE
INTELLIGENTSIA IN LATE NINETEENTH AND EARLY TWENTIETH
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Buddhism and its Development Over the Years

Intoduction: Religion, which
means, the belief in and worship of
a super-human power or powers,
especially a God or gods. The word
‘dharma’ as used in Bengali is a
similar Sanskrit word, meaning
"holding" or "carrying". The
Sanskrit word ‘dharma’ also refers
to religion in the conventional
sense, but in this sense, it means —
that which is established or formed,
hence meaning "law". It is an Old
Vedic Sanskrit word ‘dharman’,
"holder,
bearer', conceived as an aspect of

literally meaning

'Rta’ in religious terms.

The discussion of religious
practices has been important in the
reading of history since ancient
times. On the one hand, religion is
based on the common beliefs of
mankind, a set of customs or a set of

cultural values or a group's self-
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identity. On the other hand, based
on this religion, fanaticism develops
among people, which gives rise to
superstition. Like everything in this
world, religion also evolves with the
times. An example of which is
Buddhism, an
religion in Indian history.

important

The Buddha:




Various stories about the birth of
Gautama Buddha, the founder
of Buddhism, are known from the
Buddhist scriptures Tripitaka,
Jataka. Siddhartha, the son of
Shakya clan leader
Suddhodana and Mayadevi,
was born in the village of Lumbini
in the Terai region of Nepal to
high Kshatriya lineage around
563 BC. Due to his search for truth
he left the world which is known as
'Mahabhinishkramana' in
Buddhism. His realization occurred
while meditating under a banyan
tree (present-day Bodh Gaya)
on the banks of the river
After he attained
enlightenment, he became known
as Buddha. Gautama Buddha
gave his first sermon to his five

Niranjana.

companions at Rishipattana or
Mrigadava near present-day
Sarnath, known as the
'Dharmachakrapravartana’.

Gautama Buddha taught a middle
way between the consummation of
sensual pleasures and strict

austerities in accordance with the
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ideals of the
movement prevalent in his region.
He taught
(extinguishment of thought),
thirst, rebirth and
liberation from suffering.

Sramana

nirvana

ignorance,

Buddhism is an Indian religion or
philosophical tradition.

Buddhism:

Buddhism, which is based largely
on the original teachings of
Siddhartha Gautama and its
expounded philosophy, originated
as a 'Sramana’ tradition in
ancient India between the 6th and
4th centuries BC and spread to
much of Asia. Three main existing
of Buddhism, those

generally recognized by scholars are

branches

— Theravada, Mahayana and
Vajrayana. According to the
Buddha's ‘Four Noble Truths’,
the goal of Buddhism is to eliminate
the suffering caused by craving or
attachment and ignorance.
Buddhism believes that desire is the
root of all suffering. In Buddhism
liberation from all attachments is
the main goal - this is called



'Nirvana'. He gave special
emphasis on the adoption of the
middle way thought through the
‘Ashtanga Marga’ method. All
these principles of Buddhism have a
considerable impact on modern
world history. For example,
Gandhiji's policy of non-
anti-British

movement or the Panchsheel

violence in the

Pact signed by India and China

on April 29, 1954.
Rise of Buddhism:

The rise of Buddhism in the sixth
century BCE was driven by
Vedic
religion's elaborate rituals and rigid

dissatisfaction with the

caste system. It emerged during a
period of significant social and
economic change, as expansion of
agriculture, urbanization and trade

created a new social class excluded
J|Page
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from traditional practices.
Buddhism offered a simplified path
to spiritual enlightenment,
addressing both religious
discontent and the needs of the
growing merchant and artisan
of non-

classes. Its message

attachment and inclusivity
resonated  with  the  times,
influencing societal and economic
developments. During this period
thinkers and reformers like
Mahavira, Gautama Buddha
about the

liberation of the soul from the

were enthusiastic

complex lifestyle of the world and
showed people the right path.

Expansion of Buddhism:

Whatever the reason for the rise of
Buddhism in India, the religion
spread widely in India as well as
outside India. Buddhism spread
from the reign of Emperor
Ashoka to the later Greek
Bactrian, Indo-Parthian and
Kushan empires. It should be
noted that the last widespread
of Buddhism was

during the Kushan Empire.

spread



Ashoka and the
expansion of Buddhism:

Emperor

The first spread of Buddhism in
India and outside India was during
the reign of Emperor Ashoka,
one of the greatest rulers in the
history of the Maurya Empire
and the
Emperor Ashoka, the ruler of

Indian  monarchy.
the Maurya Empire, worshiped
Shiva and secured the empire's
security by conquering the
Kalinga kingdom in the
eastern part of India. Dr. D.R.
Bhandarkar, Radha Kumud
Mukherjee agree on this. But,
according to D.D. Koshambi and
Ashoka's

adoption of Buddhism had deeper

Romila Thapar,

political and social

imperatives.

He embraced Buddhism and
undertook various programs to be
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kind to animals and to make
people's lives religious. He was
originally of the Hinayana sect,
as he did not believe in the idolatry
of Buddha. It was during his time
that Buddhism spread beyond India
to other countries of the world.
Ashoka's pillars and stupas
show that he sent his
representatives to propagate
Buddhism as far south as Sri
Lanka in India, west to the
Greek Empire, especially the
neighboring Greco-Bactrian
kingdoms, and possibly the
Mediterranean.

The emperor began the work of

propagating Buddhism by building
One of the
stupas during his reign was the
Sanchi Stupa in Bhopal, the
capital of Madhya Pradesh,

stupas and pillars.




India. 1t was during his reign that
the Third Buddhist Council was
held at Pataliputra (present
day Patna)
presidency of Upagupta.

under the

Expansion and fragmentation
of Buddhism in the post
Mauryan period:

Gandhara  Buddhism or
Gandhara Buddhist art should
be discussed in the context of
discussion about the expansion of
Buddhism during the post-
Maurya period. The Buddhist
text ‘Milinda Panha’ identifies
the Bactrian king Menander I
as a great Buddhist philosopher-.
Taxila and Pushkalavati were
rebuilt during his reign. Later,
Indo-Parthian
dynasty succeeded in controlling
the kingdom of Gandhara

when the
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around 77 AD, they carried on the
Greco-Buddhist
tradition of Gandhara.

artistic

Later, during the Kushan
Empire in India (60-270 AD),
Gandhara along with

Afghanistan, Pakistan became
a powerful Buddhist region. During
the Kushan dynasty, numerous
Buddhist stupas and monasteries
were built and Gandhara
Buddhist art flourished. During
this time Gandhara Buddhism
spread to wvarious parts of
Central Asia through the
Khyber Pass, a trade route
protected by the Kushans.

Buddhism reached a special
dimension during the reign of



Emperor Kanishka, one of the
greatest rulers of the Kushan
Empire. Emperor Kanishka
was of the Mahayana sect, he
believed in the idolatry of Buddha.
The Buddha symbol appears on
coins of his time. Buddhism split
during the reign of Emperor
Kanishka. At the ‘Fourth
Buddhist Council’ held in
Kashmir (alternately at
Jalandhar) presided over by
Vasumitra, Buddhists were
divided into two

Hinayana and Mahayana, and

sects,

the Mahayana sect received
state recognition.

Decline of Buddhism:

Buddhism began to lose royal
patronage mainly from this period
as the rulers of the Gupta
Empire converted to
Hinduism. Again, from this time,
Buddhism became more and more
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monastic and ritualistic. As a
result, as the differences between
Hinduism and Buddhism gradually
Buddhism lost its
importance in the lives of common
Further, in the 6th
century AD, the invasion of the

decreased,
people.
Huns from Central Asia led to

of Buddhist
monasteries and ‘Vihara’ in

the destruction

northwestern India, leading to
the decline of Buddhism. The
of Indian
governance in the post-Gupta

decentralization

period led to the rise of various
regional powers. Apart from this,
this period in Indian history saw the
emergence of rivalries between
various religious sects, which played
a special role in the downfall of
Buddhism. Again, between the
10th and 12th centuries AD, the

Turkish tnvasion by
Bakhtiyar Khilji caused the
destruction of Buddhist

Nalanda,
and Buddhism
virtually disappeared from the soil
of India.

monasteries like
Vikramshila,



Synthesis of Buddhism in
Hinduism:

Mentions of Buddha as the 'Ninth
Avatar' of Lord Vishnu are
found in various Puranas of
Hinduism. Such as Vishnu
Purana, Bhagavata Purana,
Agni Purana, Skanda Purana
etc. Some pre-13th-century
Hindu

Bhagavata Purana, portray the

texts, such as the

Buddha was born to lead the asuras,
who oppressed the people, away
from the Vedic rituals, which they
were not worthy to perform.
According to Bhagavata Purana

1.3.24, (“OYT: HANY TJEEA
JHE™ IR IGH ATHTS-
gd: Biaay] Hfasafan)-
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Then, in the beginning of Kali-
yuga, for the purpose of
confusing the enemies of the
devas, [he] will become the
son of Anjana, Buddha by
name, in the Kikatas.

As with the various religious sects of
the post-Gupta period, rivalry
arose between Hinduism and
Buddhism. Buddhism gradually
fell behind in this

competition, which increased over

religious

time. In this background, the



Vaishnava sect belonging to
Hindu religion for the purpose of
propagating their own religious
ideals, and also to strengthen the
field of Hinduism, Gautama
Buddha was declared as the ninth
avatar of Lord Vishnu during
the reign of the Varrman king
Raj Varma. As a result,
Hinduism reinforces its own
religious ideals by subordinating
Buddhism to society, as well as
highlighting the involvement of
Buddhism with their religious
ideals in society. The writings of
historians such as Niharranjan
Roy, Wendy Doniger, Upinder
Singh etc. provide a detailed
account of this subject. Even
Swami Vivekananda at the
‘World Religions Conference’
in Chicago commented that
“Buddhism is a re-expression
of Hinduism”. He referred to
Buddhism as the rebellious child of
Hinduism. According to him, the
Buddha's teaching is a gift to the
world and its influence can also be
seen in Christianity. Hinduism
is a Vedic religion and Gautam
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Buddha, the of
Buddhism, was also a Hindu.

Sfounder
According to Swami
Vivekananda, known as "Neo-
Vedantic", Buddha's teachings are
not new, they are mentioned in the
Vedas. Buddha's teachings were the
first Indian philosophy to spread
outside India. In his speech, he
highlighted a
difference between Hinduism
and Buddhism. While Jewish
crucified Jesus Christ for dissent,

specifically

Hindus worship Buddha as an
of Lord Vishnu.
However, he criticized the way

avatar

Buddhism is practiced in the
contemporary world. He said
Buddhists borrowed the brain
and philosophy of
Brahmanism. Similarly
Buddhists also became the
heart of Hinduism.




Conclusion:

History, which, in its evolution,
turns from one religion to another
creates a new religion. Again, if that
belief is weak, previous religion
promotes its own greatness by
highlighting that belief as its own
evolution and expansion. This is
how the revision, version and
harmony of religion is created in the
course of time and the conflict of
one religion with another is

developed in the course of history.
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Religion, Society and Women
Aritra Ghosh & Srija Bagui, Semester 2

The relationship between religion, society and women in our ancient Indian history has been a
very complex matter. After referring to the sources, one can see a general degenration in the
position of the women from the time of Harappan civilization to the era of second urbanization.

Highest status- Harappan civilization

In this Matriarchal society, the worship of female goddesses has been associated with fertility cult
and the primary reason for worshiping the fertility cult is the fact that the agrarian societies were
the economic basis of the societies.

Several terracotta figures of women have been found during this period. A slim female figure with
a distinctive fan shaped headdress, wearing a short skirt, heavily ornamented, holding a cup like
attachment with traces of black residue suggesting that they were used for burning oil. Another
type of figure which has a pot belly may be representative of pregnant women.

Certain seals show us the importance of the mother goddess. A seal showing naked women head
downwards with legs the part and a plant emerging from her vagina can interpreted as the
prototype of Shakambhari, the earth goddess.

Early Vedic period —The slow rise of patriarchal society.
This period was characterized by the preference of a male child. However, no such discrimination
against the female child can be discerned during this period. The girl child was possibly not
neglected. They received education and where not married off at a Pre puberty age. The Rig
Veda mentions Samana, a fair where male and females interacted to choose their partners in
marriage.Inter- Varna marriage was common. Women were allowed to participate in vidhata.
However, we can definitely find the rise of patriarchy.

1) All the major deities of this period were male.

2) Niyogi Ritual

3) Women where not allowed to perform yajnas of their own.




Later Vedic period - Rigid Orthodox Patriarchy.

During this period the girl child was considered to be a source of misery. Later Vedic texts favored
the birth of a male child. The lowering of the age of marriage of the girls to pre puberty has been
found in the sources. Education was disapproved. Polygamy was the norm of this era. The sole
role of the wife was that of a child-bearer. No women were allowed to enter the political assemblies
like sabha and samiti.

Protestant religious movement — The Reconstruction of the status of women and the rise
of Buddhism.

With the emergence of Buddhism the status of women drastically changed. Rigidity due to
casteism was relaxed. Although Buddha and his followers were not misogynist and considered
women to be of equal position, early Buddhists considered women to be inferior. There are
statements in the early Buddhist text that appear to be misogynistic. Such as -Women were
considered to be the obstructions in the men's spiritual progress or that the birth of a woman was
inferior.

However, a Lot of Buddhist texts held a positive view. In Mahayana Sutras it is written that the
men, female and even childless women can attain enlightenment. Buddha himself allowed women
to join the monastery and provide services as a nun.

Prostitutes were considered to be of lower standards in the Brahmanical patriarchal society. The
attitude of the brahmanical religion was filled with contempt and animosity towards them. The
dharmashastras condemned them. The attitudes shown by the Buddhist were completely
opposite. They were not discriminated against. They were allowed to work in the monastery and
were even the followers of Buddha. Amrapali, a courtesan being one such character from the
Jataka stories who became a follower of Buddha.
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The Teachings of Buddha
Abir Marick, Semester 2

Were Buddhism and Jainism philosophical systems or religions? While the term
religion can be used retrospectively to refer to them, they were, atleast to start
off with- not religions in the sense in which the term is often used and
understood. They were a path, a way of life that was believed to have the
potential to transform a person. The fact that this path was linked to salvation
(defined as deliverance from the cycle of birth, death and rebirth) makes it
more than usual philosophy.

The Buddha addressed his teaching to the monastic order as well as the laity
and there were differences and overlaps between the teachings directed to the
two audiences. The core of his doctrine is expressed in the Ariya- sachchani (
Four- Noble Truths). This path consists of a number of interconnected activities
related to knowledge, conduct and meditative practices. It consists of right
view, intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness and
concentration. Meditation is very important in Buddhism and is the key to
achieving mental clam and insight.

Dukkha and its extinction are central to the Buddha’s doctrine. The Buddha
taught that everything is suffering (Subbain dukkham). This can be seen as
either as extremely pessimistic or an extremely realistic teaching. Suffering
refers not only to the actual pain and sorrow experienced by an individual, but
also to the potential to experience these things. States of happiness or
pleasure are unstable and temporary, as they are dependent on the
gratification of the senses through certain objects or experiences. The reason
for suffering includes human propensities such as desire, attachment, greed,
pride, aversion and ignorance. Desire ( trishna) is central to the cause and
removal of suffering.

The important aspect of the Buddha’s teaching was paticchcha- samuppada-
the law of the dependent originations. This was both an explanation of all
phenomenon as well as an explanation of dukkha. The elements of this law
were presented as a wheel consisting of 12 nidhanas, one leading to the next;
ignorance ( avijja), formations ( samskara), consciousness (vinnana) mind and
body ( nama-rupa), the six senses ( salaytana), sense (jati) and old age ( jara-
marana). The nidanas were later divided into three groups pertaining to the



past, present and future lives and patichcha- samupadda therefore also
became an explanation of how the origins of the rebirth lay in ignorance.

The Buddha’s teaching accepts the idea of transmigration (samara) but rejects
the idea of the atman- what then is that transmigration? One interpretation is
that Buddhism teaches the transmigration of character or personality. Another
possibility is that what is being suggested is the transmission of a life impulse,
similar to the transmission of a flame from one candle to another.

In the Buddhist universe, there are many worlds and many different kinds of
beings and one can be born as any one of them. The connection between
different lives is established by Karma. In the Brahmanical tradition, karma
refers to ritual action. In the Buddha’s teaching, karma means intentions which
lead to actions of body, speech, or mind. Rebirth governed by the cumulative
results of the karma of a particular life. The Buddha laid down an ethical code
of conduct both for the members of the monastic order and the laity. Monks
and nuns were supposed to strictly avoid the following; destruction of life,
taking what is not given, sexual activity, lying, the use of intoxicants that cause
heedlessness, eating after mid-day, attending entertainments, using perfumes
and jewellery, using luxurious beds and handling gold and silver.

Buddhism is often seen as an extremely rational doctrine. It must be noted,
however that the Buddha is presented as the fountain of knowledge and the
possibility of others equaling him is considered remote, if not impossible. He
sometimes performs miracles, usually to convince particularly stubborn
adversaries. Gods and heavens exist in Buddhism. Brahma and Sakka (Indra )
appear at various junctures, ever reverential towards the Buddha. But the gods
cannot help humans in attaining nirvana. Only following the path laid down by
Buddha can lead to this goal.
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