TIME 5 TIDE

AN E-JOURNAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
1SSUE-3

I}

ST. P:HUL SC#THED‘RAL HISSIDH C{]LLEGE (Estd : 1B&E5)
/1Rajs ﬂhma’hun Roy Sakani [Amherst Street] Uolkata — 700 009
Phone; 9331811509  AISHE CODE - C-11869
' NAACACCREDITED
I E-mail: ticspeme@gmail.com
Visit us: http//: www spcme.ac.in




St.Paul’s Cathedral Mission College

Department of History Buta. 1865

e RDOGT—

Cordially Invites you to Annual Studenits’ Seminar 2024

™

Exploring Local History: Kolkata and the Suburbs

THE WEBINAR IS BEING HELD IN COLLABORATION WITH IQAC
OF THE COLLEGE.

Date - 24/6/2024
Time - 12 noon

Mode: Google meet




ONLINE STUDENTS’ SEMINAR
ON
‘EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY’
24.6.2024

sasvsat. [N
1

THE i
HISTORICAL f= S
souseor B .
NENTIRLAL




?i*éi‘é?é?éi*é?é?éi‘éﬁ?éi‘éﬁ?é?é?:Eis*éi‘éﬁ?&‘éﬁﬁi‘éﬁéﬁéi‘éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf &7

CONTENTS

EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA AND ITS SUBURES
June 24%, 2024.

% Soumi Mukherjee, ‘Kumartuli: A Potter’s Colony”, Semester 6

% wfafge oy
‘ormmng: 3fEee shefier & wiere o4, Semester 4

% (wareTiE cary
‘FEFTEN abd 2%E,” Semester 4

+* Srija Bagui ‘Kalighat : A study of Cosmopolitan Kolkata’,Semester 4

“qIsfarenicas 99 “Afarces 32T, Semester 4

%+ Argyadeep Ghosh - Dakshineswar, Rashmoni and Ramakrishna : Exploring
the story of a philanthropist and a mystic. Semester 2

<+ Rahul Majumdar -
TR 1 300 TIAT Hib 7 9 R i SEE peeite 299 WiEw Semester 2

% Adi Marik -
‘The Known but Unknown Dumdum: From Plassey to Partition.” Semester 2

A
g
#
§
4
4
£
§
£
£
4
4
2
g
§
4
&
4
&
4
i
3
3
§ o e el
4
g
§
£
i
g
£
"4
g
£
g
&
&
g
g
§
g
§
£
4
g

vﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ5



Kumartuli : A potter’s
colony

Soumi Mukherjee, Semester 6




History:

» Kumartuli lies in the heart of older part the Kolkata ( North Kolkata). In Bengali kumar means potter and
tuli means Locality.The place plays an important role during the Durga Puja festival which is widely
celebrated in West Bengal and other parts of India.

» The initiation of idol-making at Kumartuli follows a certain lore which is even popular amidst the artisans
as well as the retailers who specialise in selling ornaments of pith (referred to in Bengali as shola), zari or
golden and silver threads or beaten silver and embellishments and sequins.

» A lore ascribes the significance of the development of the kumbhar community in present region.
According to the lore, the first kumbhar was brought over to the region from Krisnanagar (Nadia district in
Bengal) by Raja Nabakrishna Deb to build a Durga idol to commemorate the worship of the deity in honour
of the victory of the British at the Battle of Plassey against the Muslim power of Siraj-ud-Daullah in 1757.
Eventually, inspired by the example, several other rich families of the region started giving similar orders
to the kumbhar to build clay idols for their respective families.

As gradually the demand started increasing, the kumbhar found it a daunting task to travel to and from
Krisnanagar to build the idols and requested for a place of residence along with the artisans and oth er
artists to assist in the process of idol making. Thus, as the wishes of the kumbhars were granted, Kumartuli
came into existence as a centre for clay art in kolkata.




ldol Making process:

The craftsmen:

| g

The process of idol making is tedious, demanding a multitude of skilled and
unskilled activities. Workers are assigned specific jobs. For example, some
workers only draw the eyes on the face of the deity, in a process called
chokkudann (offering eyes).

The wages of the labourers can range from Rs 500 to Rs 10,000 depending on
the work and the working hours of the labourer. Since the work is mostly
seasonal, wages also depend to an extent on the work schedule.

During peak months, labourers engage in extra hours of work and their wages
are increased slightly .The increase in wage ranges from Rs 50 to Rs 200 per
day, depending on the work.

Traditionally, only men engaged in the craft of idol making. Many craftsmen
still believe that women should stay at home and only indirectly assist their
male counterparts by cooking for them during their work hours.

In this male-dominated craft, a few pioneering women have also made their
mark. China Pal, Namita Pal, Shibani Pal, and Shipra Ghodui have shattered
gender barriers, leaving their indelible imprint on the art form.



Types of Ildols:

» Several types of Durga idols are created in Kumortuli, but the two main categories
are ek chala and do chala (with more than one background) which developed much
later and out of necessity.

» Apart from the backgrounds, there are other distinct differences among the idols.
The ‘Art Bangla Durga’, a combination of features from traditional and modern
Durga idols, is five to 14 feet tall and decorated with zari or solapith.

» Modern Durga idols are the least expensive. There are also the ‘Dobasi Bangla’
type (decorated with zari or sola), the ‘Khas Bangla’ type (five to eight feet tall
and decorated entirely with sola) and ‘Ajanta Ellora Durga’ (made entirely of
clay).

Ek chala Durga Protima:




The stages of Idol Making:

» The idol making process can be categorised broadly into three stages. The first
stage is making the kathamo (bamboo and wooden frame) for the idol.

» Before the sculpting begins, the kathamo is worshipped and a few rituals are
performed by those who take the idols back to their pandals. Once the kathamo
is complete, it is tied with straw to give it a rough shape of the idol.

» The kumors apply mud to the Straw framework of the idol.The mud is a mixture
of clay and water.

» Two types of mud are used - entel mati (Sticky clay) and bele mati (crisp clay).

» When the body of the idol is ready, the face, palms and fingers, which are
separately made, are put together.The face is made with bele mati and rubbed
with paper to give it a polished finish. The idols are then coloured and
decorated.




Two stages of idol making:

Making the face of an idol:

............




Challenges:

p

>

Kumartuli’s journey has not been without challenges. The work conditions are
far from ideal, with limited access to modern tools and technology.

Despite the undeniable artistic brilliance, financial stability remains an
elusive dream for many Kumartuli artisans. lrregular incomes and seasonal
demands for their creations make it challenging to secure a consistent
livelihood. They often live on the edge of financial insecurity.

Rapid urbanisation and the changing landscape of Kolkata have encroached
upon the traditional workspace of these artisans.

As high-rises and commercial complexes rise around them, they face the very
real threat of displacement from the spaces they’ve occupied for generations.

They are largely self-reliant and bear the brunt of life’s hardships on their
own.
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PADMABATI DEVI, THE
IVMIOTHER OF b
LAKSMIKHANTAR
CHOUDHURY FAMILY
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After the death of Goddess Sati,
Lord Shiva became angry and
began to perform the Tandava, a

divine dance of destruction. To
pacify them, Lord Vishnu
intervened and cut the body of
Goddess Sati with his Sudarshan

Chakra into 51 pieces, which then

fell at various places on eart

creating 51 Shakti peeth. '

Bartbygurudesign
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KALIGHAT AS ONE OF THE 51 SHAKTI PEETHS
IN HINDUISM

THE CORBASE

OF SATIWHICH
_“FELLINVARIOUS -
- PLACESOF =

'THE SITE WHERE THE /r
TOES OF THE RIGHT
FOOT OF SATI FELL. ' _




THE IDOL OF THE KALIGHAT MANDIR WAS
CRAFTED BY TWO SAINTS - ATMARAM GIRI
AND BARHMANANDA GIRI




KALIGHAT PAINTINGS: THE
ENCHANTING ARTISTRY OF THE
PATUAS




WHO WERE THE PATUAS?
The kalighat paintings refer to the class of
paintings and drawings on hand-made or

machine made paper produced by a group
of PATUAS.
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THE HISTORY OF
PATUAS

BY THE EARLY 19™ CENTURY
THE KALIGHAT TEMPLE WAS A
POPULAR DESTINATION FOR
LOCAL PEOPLE, PILGRIMS AND
CERTAIN FOREIGN VISITORS AS
WELL. WITH THE RISE OF
POPULARITY AND FAME OF
GODDESS KALLLMANY OF THE
ARTISANS AND CRAFTSMAN
FLOCKED TO KALIGHAT AREA
TO ACAPITTALISE THE NEW
MARKET BY SELLING CHEAP
RELIGIOUS SOUVENIERS TO,‘

THE VISITORS.

|
i
'I.










p-;-".-u 1---h-mqt.-u g T el o

Dh! Calcuttal ™, seissieey The Pata painfings of Kalighat

o e it .,_. % Themes of Kalig‘hat o] e
= Paintings

The themes in Kalighat
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Kalighat Paintings: A portrayal of
Society




1873, THE TARAKESHWAR

Mahant offering e —
Child Birth Medicine abin Kills

to Elokeshi

Elokeshi
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EVICTORY OF THE RUSSI.ANS IN THE Ul
' AFGHAN WAR LED MANY GREEKS TO MOVE TOWARDS
* /" EAST AND MANY OF THOSE TO CALCUTTA.
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TEIE CEIURCE WAS OPERATIONAIL
FROM AUGUST 6,118
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OLD PIC OF THE CHURCH RECENT PIC OF THE CHURCH




TA CAMATA AYTRN EN EIPHNH.ETASH
KAl TA ONDOMATA AYTRN ZH EIL TENEAL

roeRk-TEiIRLY Ad-id

TH: AFHPR. MNHMH, TAN IAPYTRN KAl CYEPTETAN TOY EN
AMRATOLLA STREET EN ETEI ITTR ANECEPBENTOL EAAHNI ‘
KOY DOPFRODAO0Z0Y NAODY THL @LIAL METAMOPSRALERL
AN TAIT EYIZEBEL! ARPEAIT KAl D NEDT OYTOL
NEDADMMTAI NADE.

W & ETUE. D WARREN WHAGTINCS
OF CANHNEE K& GFCADI TPATMATETTAl THE BCECRAINT TQ I77R
AACIAMEROL APFYEWT
0 APXHMAMAPITHE TTAPOEMIOD O KEFETPAIOC
FERPFIOT MITAHA MATPOEIAHD MTTAIPARTAPOTAGFE
IFIETOAOYADL MATPOLIAHE

FEAPFIOLE KAl AFTEAIEN AEOMTIEY

DIKQrEMEIA ADAMALCIZY MHTZIOT

MITAHA ANAPERAND

A stone plaque written in Greek at the
entrance of the Church.
A K\
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The stone plaque on the right is
found on the lower portion of the
wall on the back of the church

Chandelier, Greek '.
Orthodx Church

N
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History of Basu Bati

The Basu family of the Kantapukur area of
Bagbazar originally came from Deulpur in
Howrah. One of the distinguished members of
the Kantapukur Basu family was Jagat Chandra,
who had two sons — Madhab Chandra and
Tarachand. Madhab Chandra had three sons —
Mahendranath, Nandalal and Pashupati. The
family inherited a large property through the
efforts of Mahendranath, who died childless. His
brothers — Nandalal and Pashupati Basu built

this magnificent mansion. The foundation stone
was laid on October 19, 1876, and the family

started living in the premises from July 10, 1878.
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THE HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF THE
BASU FAMILY




NILMANI MITRA'S
FIBREGLASS

BUST

i\ CREATEDBY
§| 484 PAL FROM

AR S B (RIGHT) AN OLD
ateres [ A . Q4 PICOFBASU
== " __9 BATI

T 13T UBSAL CNEmE(R
Nilmani Mitra, tne first qualified Bengali civil

engineer, designed and built the mansion.
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Basu Bati House as it was during
Sri Ramakrishna’s time




METIABRUZ
Peiiee =

During that period, when Wajid Ali Shah,
the last ruler of Awadh, was exiled to
Metiaburuz, Girish Chandra Ghosh staged his
drama Pandav Gaurav (Glory of the
Pandavas) at this house for the Nawab.
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Rashtraguru Surendranath Banerjee %
convened the first meeting here
against Lord Curzon's partition of
Bengal in 1905. Rabindranath
organized the Rakhibandhan festlval w ﬁk
in this house to protest the partition o Y
of Benaal. ‘
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A plaque mentioning the

R

formation of a national fund at |
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Basu Bati in the presence of |
Rabindranath Tagore
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Motilal Nehru and Chlttaranjan Das
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[ Founders of Swaraj Party i
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Various Artistic Touch On
Thakurdalan Columns
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DURGA PUJA AND OTHER FESTI}
TAGORE BUILDING WAS WELL K

MOTIFS, WHICH WERE THE HA ‘ L

PICTURES OF PURANAS, RA




The stairs leading to the top floor




N"manl Ml'tm the ﬂrst qua"ﬂod Benga" ch englneer; doslgned and
built the mans_lon_. He shifted away from the prevalent European-style
architecture and took inspiration from Bengali and Islamic styles -
using highly decorative murals and reliefs with turquoise and amber
paintwork. Hundreds of paintings by artist Bamapada Banerjee
adorned the walls of Basu Bati. The house was built with a garden, a
private zoo and a stable on an area of around 22 bighas. Now, only the

house remains standing - that too, barely.



The Bose family were theater lovers.
After the breakup of Star Theater and
Girish Ghosh in 1891, the Basurs
opened their house to the remaining
Star actors. Drama was practiced here

called ‘City Theatre'. Itistheonly "
Bengali house where Nawab Wazed Ali
Shah entered to see the theatre. The
exiled Nawab came down from the
distant Gardenrich Ghat to the
Bagbazar Ghat on the banks of the
Ganges to enjoy the drama of the
Pandava victory.




Now only some movie shooting, advertising stills and video photo shoot
in Basubari. In Srijit Mukhopadhyay's superhit film "Baishe Shravan’, the
audience was mesmerized by the broken home of Praveer
Roychowdhury, the character of a police officer dismissed from the
force, played by Prasenjit Chatterjee.
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EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA AND SUBURBS

Dakshineshwar Rashmoni Ramakrishna: Exploring the story of a
Philanthropist and a Mystic.

Arghyadeep Ghosh
June 244 2024

Department of History, Semester 2°° Faculty of Arts, St Paul s Cathedval Mission College, University of Calcutta, 700009,
West Bengal, India.

KEYWORDS ABSTRACT
Rashmoni Dakshineshwar Temple is one of the most sacred temples in Kolkata which was built
Ramakrishna by Rani Rashmoni in 1855, The idea of constructing such a grand temple came to her
Dakshineshwar mind after a dream of the Divine Maother Ma Bhavatarini herself who asked her to
Bhavatarini constrect a grand temple and worship her there in the form of Ma Bhavatarini on the
Mavaratna Architecture banks of the Ganges River. Ramakrishna Paramhansa was selected as the chief priest
Aat Chala Architecture after the death of his brother Ram Kumar. Rashmoni faced many challenges before the
Hindu Widow construction of the temple began but despite facing all odds, she stood up and
Philanthropist constrzcted the grand temple. The temple complex has the Bhavatarini Temple, 12
Mystic Identical Shiva Temples and The Radha Kanta Temple.
Amavasya
Shiva Temples
Radha Kanta Temple
Kalikhetra

1. Introduction part of that holy discussion and vice

VErsd.

Dakshineshwar actually needs no
elaborate introduction. We being the
people of Kolkata have visited this
exquisite, grand and magnificent
temple so many times in our life time.
Even people who are outsiders for once
at least have heard about this holy
temple.

Ramakrishna Paramhansa is a
personality who is very much attached
with this temple. The World knows
Ramakrishna. And we know that this
happened due to the struggle of his
greatest disciple, the warrior monk
Swami Vivekanand.

Thus, whenever the topic of Thakur Sri
Ramakrishna comes up,
Dakshineshwar becomes an integral

Arghyadeep Ghosh, Department of History, Semester 2™, SPCMC, University of Calcutta
Page |1



EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA AND SUBURBS

This temple 1s situated at a place called
Dakshineshwar, on the banks of the
holy Ganges which isn’t very far from
Kolkata.

It 1s one of the most sacred temples
which is situated in Kolkata. The
Divine Mother, the Adi Shakti has
many forms, of course the famous
among them are the Dashamahavidyas.
Among these Dashamahavidyas, one
form we are familiar with which 1s
Mother Kali. The deity who s
worshipped here in this temple is as
aspect of Mother Kali. Here we call her
Ma Bhavatarini, who is also referred to
as Ma Dakshineshwarl. Bhavatarini
means the ome who liberates her
devotees from the ocean of existence.

One interesting fact which 1s worthy of
mentioning is that the City of Joy
Kolkata is very much attached to Ma

Kali. Kolkata which previously used to
be known as Kelikata, which the
Britishers called Caleutta was known
as Kalikata and even before that
Kalikhetra. Mother Goddesses Kali is
very much present in the name of our
city of Joy. Siraj-ud-Daulah tried to ruin
this sweet name by renaming it
Alinagar but thankfully it was later
changed again to its original name.

This temple was built by Ram
Rashmoni who was the Zamindar of
Janbazar in 1855. Sri Sri Thakur
Ramakrishna Paramhansa was the chief
priest of this temple.

2. Philanthropist Rani Rashmoni

Ram Rashmoni, who was also
known was Lokmata Rani Rashmoni,
was a remarkable 19" Century woman
who left an indelible mark on the
Bengal’s History. She was born on 28"
September 1793 in the village of Hali
Shahar, Bengal. At a very early age of
merely 11 years, she was married to
Babu Rajchandra Das of Janbazar.

Arghyadeep Ghosh, Department of History, Semester 2™, SPCMC, University of Calcutta
Page |2



EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA AND SUBURBS

After the death of her husband n 1836,
she took charge of the Zamindari and
soon became known for  her
management skills. She also took part
in resistance against the British Empire
by blocking a part of the Ganges and
forcing the British to abolish the Tax on
fishing.

3. Mystic Ramakrishna

Well, this is actually my favourite
part, speaking about Thakur Sri
Ramakrishna Paramhansa. This man
was a divine personality, which is of no
doubt. He was bom as Gadadhar
Chattopadhyay on February 18th, 1836
at Kamarpukur.

He was also called Gadai and was a
devotee of Mother Kali. But that didn't
stop him from exploring other paths. He
explored Vaishnavism, Tantric
Shaktism, Advaita Vedanta and also
the western Abrahamic Faiths like
Islam and Christianity. After following
every path, he declared that all the paths
lead towards the same God. His
followers regarded him as an Avatar, a
divine incarnation. The Ultimate

Reality, the Divine God takes
incarnation during every age of
mankind, to revive the humanity and
bring back the balance between the
good and the evil. During the time of
Ramakrishna, Bhartiya Sanatan
Dharma was nearly shattered by many
odds of the society and also due to
foreign invasions. People were moving
away from the religion. Thus, it was
necessary to bring back the balance
again. His most prominent disciple was
Swami Vivekananda.

4. Social Conditions

For every culture and civilizations
of the world, social conditions are
important. The society gets shaped by
the opinions of the people of that
society. When we are talking about
Rashmoni, we must understand that
things weren't easy that time. The Great
Bhartiya Sanskriti was almost ruined
and shattered by superstitious beliefs
and practices which weren't even part of
the age old Sanatana Dharma. See the
example of the person we are talking
about. Rashmoni was a woman.

Though we belong to that category of
culture where God is worshipped in the
female form, women's condition
weren't at all that good. During the
ancient times, the scenario was
different. Rashmoni being a widow
faced many difficulties from the so-
called intellectual class of Bhartiya
Samaj. Widows were often
marginalised and faced Stigma.

But despite facing so much tough
barriers, she raised her voice against the
narrow domestic walls - Sati, Polygamy
and Child Marriage being some of the
examples and became an absolute
Business Woman. When the brains of
Sanatan Dharma refused to take charge
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as priest in a temple built by a lower
caste, Thakur Sri Sri Ramakrishna
Paramhansa agreed to serve the holy
mother.

5. Stock Market / Share Market and
Dakshineshwar

We all more or less know about
Stock Market, Share Bazar. The British
East India Company, for the first time
in India, released their shares in the
market and Rashmoni bought them. She
knew that the Gora Sahibs won't be
leaving soon. Later when the prices of
those shares increased, she sold them
and the money which came from it was
used by her for the construction of this

grand temple.

6. Rashmoni’s Dream and Initiation
of Construction

Rashmoni didn't just suddenly had a
thought of building this temple. She
was actually following what Mother
Kali asked her to perform.

It was in 1847, when Rani Rashmoni
decided to take a pilgrimage to Varanasi
and due to lack of communication like
railways, 24 boats were prepared which
would take her to the ancient city, along
with her relatives.

Well, things actually didn't go as it was
planned. Before the pilgrimage tour,
one night she had a vision of mother
Kali in her dreams where she asked her
to construct a grand temple near the
Ganges and would worship her there.

This dream resulted to a hunt for
finding a land where the temple was to
be construed. Finally, a 20-acre land
was found in the  wvillage of
Dakshineshwar. A part of that land was
used by a Muslim for burial practices

and also that land was of a shape of
tortoise which according to the Shakta
texts was most suitable for worship of
Shakti.

7. Inauguration and Chief Priest
Appointment

It was completed in /855. The
estimated cost of the construction of the
Dakshineshwar Kali Temple was Rs. 9
Lakhs. The temple spanned 25 acres of
land, making it one of the most
significant temples in Kolkata.

The idols of Gods and Goddesses were
installed on the auspicious day of the
“Snana Yatra” on 3/st May 1855. The
temple was dedicated to Sri
Jagadishwari Kalimata Thakurani.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa
was appointed as the chiefl priest of
the Dakshineshwar Kali
Temple in /855. The temple, built

Arghyadeep Ghosh, Department of History, Semester 2™, SPCMC, University of Calcutta
Page |4



EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY: KOLKATA AND SUBURBS

by Rani Rashmoni, consecrated its
sanctum sanctorum, and afler the
passing of the previous chief
priest Ramkumar, Sr1  Ramakrishna
took on the sacred role. His intense
devotion to Mother Goddess Kali led
him to spend hours in loving adoration
of her image, ofien forgetting the rituals
of priestly duties.

8. Death of Rani Rashmoni

Rani Rashmoni lived for five years
and nine months after the temple was
inaugurated. She fell seriously ill in
1861 and passed on [8th February
1861. She handed a property bought at
Dinajpur as a legacy to the temple trust
for the maintenance of the temple. Sri
Ramakrishna Paramhansa was one of
the earliest priests of the temple.
Ramkumar Chattopadhyay was the
head priest.

9. The Dakshineshwar Kali Temple

The structure of the Dakshineshwar
Temple 18 the Navaratna Style
Architecture, which means nine spires.

The nine spires represents the nine
planets of the Hindu astrology.

It 1s said that once Rani Rashmoni was
travelling via Ganges river and it was

near one of the many ghats of
Baranagar region of Kolkata where she
saw a Kali temple and she got inspired
by the architecture of that temple and
applied the same on the Dakshineshwar
Temple. That temple is still present and
18 known as Jai Mittir Kali Bari.

The main temple 15 a three-storeyed
structure with nine spines rising from
the upper two storeys. It stands on a
raised platform approached by a grand
flight of stairs. The temple’s overall
height is approximately 14 meters.

10. The Shiva Temples

Arghyadeep Ghosh, Department of History, Semester 2™, SPCMC, University of Calcutta
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The Dakshineshwar Kali Temple
premise 1s highly admired for its twelve
identical Lord Shiva temples. These
temples have been erected opposite to
the Kuthi Bari. They rest close to the
banks of the Ganges River. The
interiors of these Shiva temples have
been adorned with white and black
stone. Each of these temples has
beautiful Shiva Lingas that have been
done in black marble. These Shiva
temples are east facing. They follow the
typical  “Aat Chala™ Bengal
architecture. These Lingas represent the
12 Jyotir Lingas of India.

11. The Radha Kanta Temple

The Radha Kanta Temple lies to
the northeast side of the Dakshineshwar
temple complex. There's a flight of
stairs that leads to the inside of the
temple. Here, we can see a 21 and a half
inches idol of Lord Krishna as well as
16 inches 1idol of Radha. Sn
Ramakrishna himself used to perform
puja at this temple.

12. Rituals of the Mother Goddess
Ma Bhavatarini

Tuesdays and Saturdays are
considered as very auspicious days for
Kali worship. The Dakshineshwar Kali
Temple sees a vast congregation of
devotees on both these days. Sandhya

Aarti is the main attraction for devotees.
Moreover, the temple becomes a major
attraction during the Kali Puja. It is
wonderfully decorated with flowers as
well as has an amazing lighting
arrangement. On the “Amavasya” tithy,
an elaborate evening Aarti s
performed, and the temple is beautifully
decked up.

13. Conclusion

Dakshineshwar will always remain
special in the hearts of all Bengali
Hindus. While conducting the research
work, I came to know about various
unknown facts and those were pretty
interesting. This research helped me a
lot to know about the temple
architecture and even about the life of
Rashmomi and Thakur Ramakrishna
Paramhansa. The  Dakshineshwar
Temple is not only a holy place but also
an architectural marvel of Kolkata.
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The Known But Unknown Dumdum: From Plassey to Partition

Adi Marick, Semester 2

ABSTRACT

Every place is ancient and Dumdum also. Though every place doesn't contain historical
significance, Dumdum actually contains a lot of historical significance. The word
‘Dumdum’ came from the Persian word 'Damdama’ which means gigantic sounds.
Dumidum was the head office of Benpal artillery, so the sounds of firing canons used to
make gigantic sounds. There from it came Dumdum. There are many places in Dumdum
which many of us aren't aware about. Through this research work of mine, I have taken

2 deep dive into the vast historical ocean of Dumdum.

INTRODUCTION

Every place in the world is ancient but
very few of them come in the limelight
containing historicity or historical significance.
Now Dumdum has lots of historical
significance.

The word '‘Dumdum’ came from the Persian
word 'Damdama’ which means gigantic
sounds. Dumdum was the headquarters of
Bengal artillery, so the firing of cannons used
to make gigantic sounds. There from it came
Dumdum. Though some say 'Damdama’
actually means mound which is now |located
near Clive house.

Mughal King Akbar's Hajari Mansabdar and
also the Army commander Man Singh was in
charge of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. For some
reason he gave the lordship of Barrackpore to
Diamond Harbour to Lakshmikanta Majumdar.
Later on, Gourhari Majumdar, son of
Lakshmikanta became lord and he made the
capital of the area under their lordship in
Dumdum ( 1649-1650 ).

Exploring Local History: Kolkata and Suburbs

Clive House and Archaeological Site



Robert Clive , who was the main army
general in the battle of Plassey from the British
house used to live in this dilapidated building.

It was mainly an indigo factory under the
Portuguese and Dutch. This building is known
as Clive House or more popularly 'Bara Kothi'.
Some say the Alinagar treaty was done in this
Bara Kothi by Clive and Siraj, 1757, Sth
February. After the battle of Plassey, June of
1757 , Clive reconstructed this , adding its
upper storey in the colonial style of
architecture and used it as his garden house.
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It has been heard that Clive used to come in
this house in the weekends with his wife . It
had a dance platform in the upper storey.

Subsequently the building changed hands
several times and became badly dilapidated.
And this is also a vital instance of vandalization
of the heritages in the Bengal.

The ground towards north of the building
identified as an ancient habitational site has
yielded during the course of excavation,
remains of an urban settlement dating back to
2nd century B.C.E. The site remained in
occupation almost till modern time with a
break during 12th to 14th century A.C.E.

Antiguities from the excavation are wvarious
and include exquisite Terracotta plagues and
figures from 2nd century - 1st century B.C.E to
8th - 9th Century A.C.E, copper coins, bone
implements, beads, iron implements, pot
sherds, Chinese porcelain cup.




Shahi Masjid

It is one of the oldest mosques in
Dumdum. People say the nawab of Bengal
Alivardi Khan made this Shahi Masjid.

St. Patrick's Church

In 1783, the East India company
established its artillery headquarters at
Dumdum. At that time the East India company
did not officially recognise Catholicism. It was
chiefly due to an influential catholic, Mr.
Joseph Barreto, a great benefactor, around
1820, a plot of land was purchased for the
construction of the church. The catholic Irish

soldiers stationed at Dumdum and the
Catholics who lived in Calcutta made generous
contributions toward the erection of the
church on this plot of land.

It was on Sth February 1822 that
the foundation stone of the church was
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blessed and laid . In the following year 1823 on
Good Friday, the church was inaugurated and
dedicated to St. Patrick.




Thereafter, up to 1931, many priests came to
serve at St. Patrick’s Church, Dumdum. Then
for a gap of nearby 25 years there was no
resident priest at Dumdum.

In 1955, 5t . Patrick's Church assumed the
status of a parish and regular Sunday services
were held. Finally, with the arrival of Father
Theodore Richer 5 as parish priest on 9th May
1961, the parish began to function in a full-
fledged manner catering to the spiritual needs
of the community.

Memorial of Thomas Dean Pearse

Hastings was appointed the governor
general by the directors of the East India
company . The directors also appointed a
council of four members who enjoyed equal
powers in the board as the governor general.

Philip Francis was one of the four councils and
always went against Hastings.

A conflict regarding the war which the
Marathas laid to the duel between the two.
Thursday, August 17 was chosen date and
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Belvedere was to be the venue , the time
chosen for the encounter was half past 5 in the
morning.

Both stood behind the mark and at the
counting of one , two and three both fired.
Francis fired first and missed his target while
Hasting's fire found its mark on his opponent's
right arm. Francis staggered and while
attempting to sit, fil on the ground crying out
he was a 'dead man'. He recuperated within a
few days and attended the council where both
were civil in behaviour.

Account from Hastings and Francis there were
two other men who were the witness of
notorious duel. According to duelling customs
of those days , each of the duelling men was
accompanied by an assistant, known as
second. Colonel Thomas Dean Pearse was the
second of Hasting while Francis second was
colonel Watson.
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Colonial Pearce was not just able military man
but also a man of extraordinary talent with
interest on a diverge range of topics. He
contributed a paper on "Two Hindu festivals
and the Indian Sphinx" at the Asiatic society of



Kolkata. In 1770's he made significant
contributions in finding out the latitude and
longitude of the coastal area and also of a
many principal cities and towns.

He died on 15th June 1789 and the memorial
was built in 1790, which is now in the
compound ground of 5t Stephen's school,
Dumdurmn.

Jessop Factory

Jessop & company has a 236-year-old
history. It claims to be the engineering
company in the east of the Suez, and there are
not many around to contradict its claims. The
beginning was different though as Breen &
company, in 1788. Then in 1820, Henry and
George Jessop, acquired Breen & company on
behalf of Butterfly company established in
Derbyshire, England in 1790 by the senior
Jessop. Butterfly and Breen were merged
together to become Jessop & company.

Jessop & company is accredited to have built
the first iron bridge in British India over the
river Gomti, popularly known as ' Loha ka pul '
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at Lucknow built during the year 1815-1840. It
was ordered by nawab of Oudh. Jessop has
also built one steam locomotive, delivered to
the nawab of Oudh in the 19th century.

The first steam boat to sail on Indian waters
made in India was made by Jessop & company
in 1819. In 1890 IT rolled out the first steam
road roller for India. It was also one of the
pioneers to make heavy duty cranes . It was
part of the team that built the parliament
House during 1921 to 1927 in Delhi.

In 1930 it formed a partnership company with
Braithwaite & company Ltd , Burn & lessop
construction company, for construction of the
first semi-balanced cantilever bridge of India,
the Howrah bridge , the construction of which
begin in 1936 and completed in 1942, The
same company Brathwaite, Burn and Jessop
also won the contract for construction of
Vidyasagar Setu in 1972, completed in 1993,
the first cable stayed bridge.



Central Jail

It had been built in 1792. It was an
army barracks back then. The 1857 sepoy
mutiny also happened here. The establishment
as a jail happened in 1937. It is one of the
oldest jails and has witnessed the history of
Indian freedom movements.

Many freedom fighters had been hanged here.
Old people say the chants of Vande Mataram
used to burst out from the jail.

Many freedom fighters had been imprisoned
here , even Mahatma Gandhi and Subhash
Chandra Bose.
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Dumdum monument

The towering Afghan war memorial
was constructed in 1842, dedicating to the
fallen British soldiers of the first Anglo Afghan
war ( 1839 - 1842 ) . The first Anglo Afghan war,
also known as Auckland's fally , was fought
between British India and Afghanistan. It
marked the beginning of the competition of
power and influence in Central Asia.

An army of 21000 British and Indian troops
under the command of Sir John Kean set out
from Punjab in December 1838 and reached
Quetta by late March 1839 and captured
Kandahar, fortress of Ghazni and parts of Kabul
on 1839. In 1841 the Afghans struck as the
British fell back to Peshawar, defeated by cost
of occupation and weather.



British last nearly 20000 troops in this world.
Lack of ammunition was the basic reason for
defeat. In November and December 1841, the
first horse artillery of a British India under the
command of general George Pollock made a
heroic appearance at Jalalabad and Kabul in
Afghanistan after a disastrous imperial
campaign.

In the surviving forces of that fruitless
campaign erected a memorial in the memory
of their dead fellows at Dumdum in 1842
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known as Afghan war memorial. Some canons
of Bengal artillery are presented here.

Ordinance factory

After having a disastrous defeat in the
Afghan war in 1842 due to lack of ammunition
so the British Raj thought of the weapon
factory. So, this established an ordinance
factory in 1846.

At the beginning the site served as a jail. Many
freedom fighters were hung here. Hearsay is
Kanhu Murmu, leader of the Santhal rebellion,
and was kept in captivity and hanged here in
1858. In 1869 British decided to shift the
ammunition factory from Dumdum to Pune.
Dum Dum bullet was banned in 1896, Later on,
the testing activities were shifted from
Dumdum to proof establishment in Balasore.



Sufi Sultan Shah Masjid

Once Dumdum used to be known as
Sultanpur. From the name of Pir Sufi Sultan
Shah, this area was named Sultanpur. Beside
airport 1 No. Gate, from Jessore road the Sufi
Sultan Shah Masjid is visible. it is more than
200 years old.

Refugee Colony

After the partition in 1947 compelled
the people of both Bengal to shift from their
homeland. Though these shifting started from
1946 when communal riots took place in
several districts like MNoakhali, Decca,
Chittagong, Kumilla, Mymensingh. For the
refugees many camps and colonies were made
in Dumdum, like Kamolapur colony, Motilal
colony, Bandhobnagar colony, Siddheshwari
colony etc.
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In the year of 1950 when prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru came in Calcutta, he was
requested to see the catastrophic picture of
the refugee camps in Bengal. 50, he came to
see the Kamalapur colony, then after it was
recognised as a colony. 3rd November, 1949
unofficially this colony was founded. This
colony was named after the wife of the
honourable prime minister, Mrs. Kamala
Nehru.

Christian Burial Ground

In the year of 1818, for the Christian soldiers, a
burial ground was made near Airport or near
the joining of Jessore road and VIP road. The
old part of this burial ground has many graves
of armies of Bengal artillery, many wealthy
Britishers and even of Bengali Christians.




People say the prolific poet of England, Alfred
Lord Tennyson's nephew who was in Bengal
artillery as an army, died in Dumdum
cantonment and then he had been buried in
this burial ground. And in his gravestone the
famous two lines of his uncle's poem has been
engraved -

" But O for the touch of a vanished hand

And the sound of a voice that is still "

Dumdum Sporting Club

Dumdum was not behind in sport
related activities. One of the oldest clubs of
Dumdum Sporting Club. It was formed in 1911.
Many legendary players of India are Tulsi Das,
Mohammad Rajjak, Ganesh Lal Sonar,
Khemesh Bhattacharya, who once played for
this club.
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HMV Factory

The company was a subsidiary of The
Gramophone Company limited ,England. This
company established its Indian branch in 1901
and set up a factory in Calcutta to manufacture
records and gramophones in 1907.The factory
at Dumdum was established in 1928.

Dum Dum was a cantonment, so for the better
health of the army, a European hospital was
made in that same place. In 1903, in this
hospital Scottish doctor William Leishman
found the parasite of black fever from a dead
soldier. As it had been found in Dumdum so it
used to be known as Dumdum fever.




While coming from MNager Bazar towards
Airport the writing 'His Master's Voice' today
also could be seen. Many profound singers
Sachin Dewv Burman, Rahul Dev Burman,
Kishore Kumar, Manna Dey, Geeta Dutta, Lata
Mangeshkar came in this studio.
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