
Report on the two-day workshop titled “Mapping Neighbourhoods: A Study of 

Daptaripara” organised by IQAC, Departments of History and Political Science, St. 

Paul’s Cathedral Mission College in collaboration with Know Your Neighbour on 29th and 

30th August 2024  

The Departments of History and Political Science in collaboration with Know Your Neighbour 

organised a two- day workshop on ‘Mapping Neighbourhoods: A Study of Daptaripara’ on 29th 

and 30th August 2024. On the first day, lectures were organised to initiate a theoretical 

understanding of ethnography, orality, oral history and methodologies of field survey, 

emphasising the necessity of archiving the changing sociological paradigms of life through a 

close survey of Daptaripara. The Resource Persons who delivered lectures were: Mr. Sabir 

Ahamed, Convenor, Know Your Neighbour who introduced the project. It was followed by 

lectures by Dr. Kunal Debnath, Department of Political Science, Rabindra Bharati University, 

Dr. Anwesha Sengupta, Department of History, Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata and 

Prof. Abhijit Roy, HOD, Department of Film Studies, Jadavpur University who were 

outstanding. On the second day, a walk was organised in Daptaripara, ward 37, for a real-life 

experience of an area noted for once being the hub of the binding industry from the pre-partition 

days. However, only very few old wooden binding machines and the techniques of hand 

binding survive today, being slowly replaced by the modern binding machines. In fact, 

Daptaripara, is no longer a book binding centre but rather has turned to paper binding such as 

calendars, sweet boxes, cards etc. Significantly the ward 37, is an area also noted for being one 

of the pioneering centres of women education.  

The burial ground of Keshab Sen and his family members inside the Victoria Institution stand 

as testimony to the days when the Brahmos began a crusade for women education. An old 

Anglo -Arabic school situated in Buddhu Ostagar lane, is one of the earliest institutions where 

English was taught in the 19th century. Possibly it started as an institution for girls. The 

Carmichael Hostel built in 1857 continue to provide a roof to the bright Muslim students 

travelling from distant places in Bengal. The other attractions of the ward 37, we covered 

during the walk are the lanes- Patwari Bagan Lane, Buddhu Ostagar lane, Musalman para lane 

or the Pakistan Bangla bajar, which help relive memories of a historical past which unless 

archived will be lost to posterity. Two mosques from the late 19th century with their unique 

architectural styles stand in the narrow lanes of the ward 37. Mapping Neighbourhood and 

archiving has indeed become a complete necessity if we have to preserve the history of an area, 

people and the heritage they have passed on to us. Thanks to Mr. Sabir Ahamed of Know Your 

Neighbour for this initiative to introduce us to an area situated so close to St. Paul’s Cathedral 

Mission College, which itself had begun as a great educational institution, in 1865, under the 

initiative of the Christian missionaries. 
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The flyer of the workshop 

 

 



 

Report on the two-day workshop titled “Mapping Neighbourhoods: A Study of 

Daptaripara” on 29th and 30th August 2024 in a local daily newspaper 

 

 

The Resource Persons on Day 1 along with the Teacher-in-Charge of the College. 

From left: Dr. Kunal Debnath (Department of Political Science), Dr. Sudipta Midday 

(Teacher-in-Charge, SPCMC), Mr. Sabir Ahamed (Convenor, Know Your Neighbour) 

and Dr. Anwesha Sengupta (Department of History, Institute of Development Studies 

Kolkata) 

 



 

The staff and students of the Department of History and Political Science along with the 

Resource Persons on Day 1 of the Workshop 

 

 

Mr. Sabir Ahamed explaining the importance of Victoria Institution to women’s 

education in pre-independence India 



 

The staff and students of the Departments of History and Political Science with Mr. 

Sabir Ahamed and Mr. Susnato Choudhury during the walk at Daptaripara on Day 2 

 

 

 

A “Daftari” working on a printing press manufacturing “mishti’r baksho” (sweet 

packets) 



 

A group photo on Day 2 of the Workshop 


