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Background

John Keats immortalized himself with his Spring Odes of
1819. These included the odes, ‘To Indolence’, ‘On
Melancholy’, ‘To Psyche’, ‘To a Nightingale’, ‘On a
Grecian Urn’ and ‘To Autumn’, which was the last to be
composed. Keats enjoyed a brief period of happiness and
tranquillity during this time, although he had lost histranquillity during this time, although he had lost his
brother Tom in December 1818, was uncertain about
both his poetic career and the future of his relationship
with Fanny Brawne. He was also sure to be affected by
pulmonary tuberculosis by this time. Nevertheless, he
reached a degree of calm and composure in 1819. We
have just celebrated the bicentenary of his famous odes
in 2019.



Keats’s dear ones

Keats’s beloved 
Fanny Brawne

Younger brother 
Tom Keats who 

died in 1818



John Keats’s sitting room in Wentworth Place, Hampstead. The painted picture
on the opposite side by Joseph Severn was done as Charles Brown described
Keats’s pose and posture to be, while he read. The room was decorated
likewise, characteristically showing the French window, the Shakespeare
portrait, the arrangment of the chairs and even the design of the carpet, when
it was opened for the public. Even the books on the shelves were kept as they
were.



Joseph Severn's depiction of Keats listening to the nightingale in the 
adjoining heath of Wentworth Place in May 1819. 



W. J. Neatby's illustration for Ode to a Nightingale



Holograph of Keats's ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ written in May 1818



Titian – Bacchus and Ariadne 1523-24
LondonNational Gallery 

This was the
painting referred
to by Keats in
Stanza IV of the
Nightingale Ode.



Claude Lorrain – The Enchanted Castle (1664) 
National Gallery London

This painting was in Keats’ mind when he referred to ‘magic casements’ in
the nightingale ode (Stanza VII).



‘To Autumn’

The ode ‘To Autumn’ was composed in September
1819, while Keats was in Winchester for some time.
the ode seems to be an immediate result of ‘fine
weather’ and ‘Dian skies’. However, one must
remember that beneath the surface of an apparentremember that beneath the surface of an apparent
calmness, all of England was then troubled by the
aftermath of the Peterloo Massacre which took place
in August 1819. Among the possible literary
influences for this poem we can think of Thomas
Chatterton, Spenser, Shelley and Leigh Hunt.



The image of the goddess Ceres, with her scythe in hand. Keats possibly alluded to
her in the second stanza of ‘To Autumn’.



Keats’s bedroom in Wentworth Place, first floor. The characteristic tent bed. On
the right side is Joseph Severn’s drawing of John Keats, while asleep and a few
days before he died, in Rome. (1821)



The End


