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Foreword

We apologise, at the very outset, for the inordinate delay in publishing 
this issue of the Symposium (2017). The department has, indeed, 

gone through some hard times in between, with one of its most valuable 
members, Dr. Siddhartha Biswas,  leaving the campus for the Department 
of English, University of Calcutta. Dr. Biswas had been involved with the 
Department of English of this college for the last seventeen years and had 
been very encouraging with his support of the departmental journal, right 
from the moment of its origin. His loss is to be sincerely regretted as far 
as the department is concerned, although he is a valuable addition to the 
University. The dual running of the Postgraduate and the Undergraduate 
section of the Department left hardly any time for editorial ventures, which 
are creative, but extremely laborious. Nevertheless, the issue is now a reality, 
although with only a few articles. With the given situation and loss of time, 
it was best that the issue goes without any thrust area: this is an open issue. 

Although the department saw few rather difficult months, among the 
brighter side of things, the College and the Department hosted the first 
postgraduate convocation for its first two batches, that is, for students of 
2015 and 2016. We were proud to have among us the Vice Chancellor of 
The Sanskrit College and University, the then Registrar of the University 
of Calcutta and the Head, Department of English, Jadavpur University. The 
function was a most engrossing and scintillating one as the Report and the 
pictures for the same would testify. As always, we are indebted to our Peer 
Review Committee for their valuable judgement.

The journal, this time, offers glimpses into several interesting areas, 
which not only promise variety, but also newer thought-avenues. We hope 
that the essays promise interesting reading times.

Dr. Anasuya Bhar
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Editorial 

One of the interesting aspects of an ‘open’ issue is that there are no restrictions 
in thought structures, and this issue is one which offers a bouquet of variety. 

The topics range from the conventional and the canonical to the post-colonial and 
interdisciplinary, to literature centering around artificial intelligence. They are 
thorough and in depth studies of the various fields concerned. 

Subhasish Guha’s paper entitled The Secularization of Despair in the Novels of 
the Long Eighteenth Century explores a thoroughly new territory, that of the genre 
of the spiritual autobiography in the seventeenth and eighteenth century novels. He 
makes use of the novels of John Bunyan, Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson and 
also Henry Fielding. In an in depth and textual study of the texts, Guha traces how 
ideas of morality and religiosity ruled the lives of contemporary characters both 
within, and perhaps, without the texts. 

Nibedita Paul’s paper entitled Construction of 19th Century Bengali 
Womanhood: Sexuality, Conjugality and Motherhood explores women’s lives in 
nineteenth century which mostly revolves around the duties in the women’s quarter, 
her responsibility to participate in the undertakings of dharma with her husband 
and in nurturing and bringing up her children. She also examines letters published 
in contemporary periodicals. She also examines the ‘women’s question’ and issues 
of nationalism in her paper. In doing so, she also adumbrates on issues of social 
class and hierarchy.  

Tuhin Mukhopadhay’s paper offers yet another perspective on colonialism and 
neo-colonialism. Titled  Sembene’s “Black Girl”: Re-interrogating Neocolonialism 
through the Strategies of Adaptation and Appropriation this paper is an analysis of 
two texts: the literary text and the film text using various theoretical perspectives. 
Ousmane Sembene, a black Senegalese author, is considered to be the ‘father of 
African film.’ The writer, here, mainly focusses on the politics of representation 
between the two texts. The essay analyses the central motive of the self-adaptation 
of Sembene’s eponymous 1962 short story “The Promised Land” published within 
the collection Tribal Scarsand Other Stories (1962) and its 1966 film version La 
Noire de (Black Girl). Adaptation is the shifting of genres or navigating between 
different genres, as pointed by Julie Sanders in her seminal work Adaptation and 
Appropriation; but it is not solely for the sake of generic transformations. Besides 
exploring the gaps and fidelities in the filmic appropriation, the article re-examines 
how the changes in the film, made by Sembene, helps him to call into question the 
concept of neo-colonialism in Senegal, leading to the awakening of an Africanist 
perceptions concerning its ineluctable consequential dangers and the relating 
consciousness.
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Arup Kumar Bag’s paper is unique in its own way. Entitled Taal-Tantra: 
Contextualising The Indian Classical Taal-System with The System of English 
Prosodic MetresRhythmthe paper attempts to unite the fields of literature and 
music. As Arup himself clarifies in his Abstract to the paper : Life in itself is set 
in a particular “ Rhythm” ( “Laya “) which is ina way connected to the universal 
motion. We are born with this ‘Laya ‘ ; and we will performaccording to it. I have 
experienced the same harmony and cadence which Ihave felt in the Literary pieces. 
He also feels that there is an inherent connection between all material and artistic 
creations, which effectually links us to the metaphysical and the esoteric sphere. 

Our next paper Beyond Artificial Intelligence: The Cyberqueer in Alex Garland’s 
Ex Machina (2014) by Rit Chattapadhyay is an interesting bringing together of 
literature and the realm of the artificial intelligence, where there is also a play 
on the politics of gender. The paper is an illustration of Alex Garland’s film Ex 
Machina (2014). The film is divided into seven sessions in which Caleb tests Ava’s 
consciousness, an AI created by Nathan. Ava, the AI in Alex Garland’s film Ex 
Machina (2014), is a cyborg as she draws as memory lived social relations from 
cyberspace. Her lived social relations are not really lived by her, but those lived 
by Nathan are coded into her system. Hence, she quickly realizes the conjugal 
manipulation that may be established between her and Caleb. Her memory 
has the ability to both process empathy and detect lies-a post-human coded by 
heteronormative “interpellation” (Butler, Judith. Bodies That Matter: On the 
Discursive Limits of Sex).Nathan programmes her to be a heterosexual female. Ava’s 
gender here, undoubtedly, becomes a signifying practice assigned within and by the 
dominant, male, heteronormative structure. Finally, Ava escapes the facility with 
Nathan killed and Caleb locked in a room. This paper seeks to interrogate why Ava 
in the film Ex Machina (2014), despite being given a heterosexual consciousness, 
is a cyborg with a queer identity, and not simply gay or lesbian. It will also explore 
how the cyberqueer is a space where the dominant, assimilationalist, oppressive 
heterosexual structure of the patriarchal society can be reversed and tamed through 
Ava’s use of her coded consciousness to subvert the very system that constructed 
her and then, attempted to switch her off.

This volume of Symposium promises some novel and insightful reading into 
areas little explored. It is hoped that the journal maintains its standards of academic 
excellence. 

Dr. Anasuya Bhar
Editor,
December 2017
anasuya.bhar@gmail.com



Report on the First Postgraduate Convocation of  
St. Paul’s Cathedral Mission College Kolkata

The first postgraduate Convocation of the Postgraduate Department of English, 
St. Paul’s Cathedral Mission College took place on the 11th of November 

2019. The students of the first two batches, that is, of 2015 – 2016 received their 
certificates in a scintillating ceremony. They were about 45 of them. The function 
was graced by many important luminaries. The Honourable Vice Chancellor of 
Sanskrit College and University Prof. Paula Bannerjee presided as the Guest of 
Honour, while the then Registrar of the University of Calcutta Shri Rajagopal 
Dhar Chakraborty was the Chief Guest in the programme. The Head, Department 
of English, Jadavpur University, Prof. Abhijit Gupta was present as the Special 
Guest and delivered the ‘Convocation Address’ on the day. The Teacher-in-Charge 
and the Vice Principal of the College conducted the programme with impeccable 
grace, while the students of the St. Paul’s Choir did a commendable job with the 
inaugural song and the National Anthem at the end of the program. Along with the 
luminaries on the dais, were present, the Secretary of the college Governing Body 
Dr. J. Alfred, the former Dean of Postgraduate Studies Dr. Siddhartha Biswas and 
the College chaplain, Revd. Shyamal Pal.

The auditorium was packed to capacity with the recipients of the certificates, 
their family, and members of St. Paul’s College family, with many former staff 
members who braved their age and frail health to be a part of a programme that had 
no precedent before this. It was, indeed, a moment of great pride and inspiration 
for the Department of English of this college. It was a joyful day in the lives of our 
students who witnessed the happy completion of a chapter in their lives. The camera 
hardly stopped clicking and this report will also be armed with a few photographs 
of the event. It is noteworthy to mention that the event was covered by the press, 
and among others there was a column devoted to it in the national Daily The Times 
of India, of 13th November 2017. 

Report compiled by 

Dr. Anasuya Bhar
Dean of Postgraduate Studies
St. Paul’s Cathedral Mission College
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Report on the First Postgraduate Convocation ...

The Times of India, 13/11/2017

College Gate, Welcome Banner, 11/11/2017
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The Dais

 The August Audience - 1
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Report on the First Postgraduate Convocation ...

The August Audience - 2

We stand to honour
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The Group

The Department of English with Dr. Dora Mondal


